
FADE IN:

QUOTE ON SCREEN

“Friends are the family we choose for ourselves” - Edna 
Buchanan.

INT. LIVING ROOM - EVENING1 1

DEOLU (34) and BUNMI (32) are dancing around two chairs. 
Nearby we see chairs that have been pulled to the side. 

As the camera follows them round we see framed pictures of a 
gleeful Segun and Mercy on their wedding day and another 
picture of them with their daughter IREMIDE (4). 

SEGUN (35) wearing glasses, Henry (36), RITA (29), GIFT (28), 
SEUN (32) and BUNMI (30) all watch and cheer them on 
excitedly.

BUNMI
(Laughing) Can’t believe I’m doing 
this... after two kids?

DEOLU
Common... it’s just fun. 

They dance around some more and MERCY (30) takes away one of 
the chairs. 

Not long after Segun pauses the music causing Deolu and Bunmi 
to struggle for the final seat. 

Without shame Deolu sits properly, pushes Bunmi to floor and 
celebrates his victory.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. LIVING ROOM - EVENING2 2

We see beautiful glass bowls filled with a variety of 
delicious snacks and delicacies like Samosas, Spring-rolls, 
Chocolate biscuits, mini kebabs etc. 

Segun places a hand into one of the bowls and takes a biscuit 
out of it.

SEGUN
There is biscuit o! Una don finish 
the Samosa.



Deolu is close to the Television dancing to music that is 
almost inaudible. 

He brings out a mini bottle from his pocket and drinks from 
it.

Mercy walks up to him and tries to get the bottle from him 
but he swiftly moves it away.

MERCY
Deolu... Don’t you think that’s 
enough?

Obviously intoxicated, he laughs into her face.

DEOLU
(To Segun) Guy, come and take your 
wife o! She still dey think say she 
be my babe. 

Segun looks at him sternly and Deolu laughs.

As all this is happening, Henry, Seun, Rita, and Bunmi are in 
a heated argument while Gift just sits quietly by the side 
texting on her phone.

SEUN
Ah ah, when he was the one 
condemning Jonathan that time... 
Shouting that fuel price would be 
45 Naira if he won... And now see.

RITA
Baby see, that thing was a slip of 
tongue o! Buhari was trying to say 
N145... that’s the only way he can 
explain this rubbish.

HENRY
Rita, Sometimes the way you people 
talk is embarrassing. Did you even 
go to school at all?

RITA
Ehen? Sorry o Henry! Mr. 
Barrister... Able learned... So its 
you that now knows better than 
everybody?

HENRY
Seun better hold this your babe o!
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SEUN
Why should I hold her, she is an 
intelligent woman who is entitled 
to speak whenever she wants.

Rita gives Seun a high-five and a quick kiss.

RITA
Thank you baby.

Segun shakes his head. 

Bunmi who is talking with Gift and Mercy by the side stands 
up to place some biscuits from the center table into her 
plate.

HENRY
All I’m saying is that he didn’t 
see this coming... Nobody could 
have seen it.

Bunmi chews on her biscuit as she watches them argue.

SEUN
That one is rubbish Jare... How can 
a country that exports Crude Oil be 
struggling and sweating for petrol 
everytime? How?

Bunmi rolls her eyes and looks up.

BUNMI
Seun can you hear yourself?.. I 
didn’t want to say anything since 
because you know me I don’t like 
arguing... (Pointing to Henry) 
that’s my husband’s jurisdiction... 
but you just fell my hand.

SEUN
What is this Bunmi saying?

BUNMI
In fact you fell it to the ground!

As she tries describing the level of her disappointment by 
literally hitting the floor, some crumbs of biscuit fall on 
the ground. 

Mercy sees this and gets up immediately. She picks up a 
serviette from the center table, gathers the crumbs into it 
and heads out of the room. Segun watches her leave. 
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HENRY
Seun it’s common economics.

RITA
Nawah o! Bunmi now your husband has 
become an economist?

Bunmi jokingly scowls at Rita.

SEGUN
From all the shouting you people 
have been doing... Henry is the 
only one that has made any sense.

Bunmi clears her throat.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
Sorry, and Bunmi too.

Mercy walks back into the room wiping her hands on her dress.

BUNMI
Better.

Segun smiles.

SEGUN
It’s the Middle east that is 
causing all of these issues! We are 
just unfortunate to be caught in 
the middle of their oil war with 
the US.

Henry nods in agreement as the rest of them listen to the 
wise Seun.

BUNMI
Preach!

We see Mercy smile for the first time.

SEGUN
Nigeria exports the Crude Oil but 
we buy back the refined stuff. We 
don’t sell it refined o. 

(MORE)
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So what do you think will happen to 
us when the refined stuff is now 
much more expensive that the one we 
are selling? Guys it’s demand and 
supply now.

 (CONT’D)

RITA
See ehn, I don’t even care about 
why the price has increased.... 

(beat)
All I know is that when I went to 
the market after work on Tuesday, 
my 2000 Naira only bought chikele 
tomato!

She describes with her hand for emphasis.

MERCY
Really? Things are that bad?

RITA
Mercy I’m telling you.

The bell rings and Mercy leaves to open it.

Deolu stops dancing and faces Rita Squarely.

DEOLU
As if it wasn’t you that went to go 
and make “SAI BABA” T-shirts for 
you and Seun that time.

All of them burst into laughter apart from Rita who gives in 
moments later.

Mercy enters into the living room holding two cartons of 
Pizza in her hands.

MERCY
Oooh..this is hot.

RITA
Yay! Pizza!

BUNMI
Ah Ah Rita I thought you were on a 
diet.

RITA
Ehn... today is my cheat day...

SEGUN (CONT'D)
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Mercy laughs.

BUNMI
Nawah oh!

Mercy opens the cartons and starts separating the slices of 
Pizza, before she gets half way through, Deolu picks a slice 
from right over her head, Seun follows suit and then Rita and 
Bunmi.

Segun, Henry and Gift are the only ones who wait for Mercy to 
serve them. 

At that point a very popular song starts playing and Seun and 
Rita do a cute couples dance in the center of the living room 
with their partially eaten slices of pizza still in their 
hands. 

BUNMI (CONT’D)
(To Mercy) Young love...

Mercy smiles as she observes Rita giggling with joy. Seun 
lifts her in the air and she squeals in delight.

Gift smiles as she watches them. The song finishes and  they 
both kiss and hug and Seun kisses the engagement ring on her 
finger.

RITA
That’s our song!

SEUN
She loves that song.

DEOLU
(Looking at Mercy)
Talking about song’s are we going 
to be hearing Mercy’s angelic voice 
tonight?

Mercy blushes.

MERCY
No way...

DEOLU
Why not?... As your manager I used 
to...

SEGUN
But you’re no longer her manager, 
leave my wife and focus on your 
current clients abeg.
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DEOLU
Ehn... Whatever.

MERCY
Deolu please.

DEOLU
Please what... Last time all of you 
made me dance Makosa... this time 
you must sing.

Everyone but Segun...

 (CONT’D)

CHORUS
Mercy... Mercy...

The previously withdrawn Gift seems more eager than ever.

MERCY
Guys you know I don’t sing in 
public anymore.

RITA
Are we public? Common.

She looks at Segun almost as if to ask for his permission. 
Deolu blocks her view of Segun.

MERCY
Ehn, Segun wants you to sing as 
well.

Mercy smiles and gets up slowly.

MERCY (CONT’D)
I don’t know what to sing...

RITA
(Eager) Can I pick one for her?.. 
Please, please.

DEOLU
Rita give her time to decide nau.

RITA
I know I know... sing “No Be You” 
by Waje...
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BUNMI
Yesss!

RITA
(To Seun) Her cover of it was 
amazing right?

Seun nods.

Mercy comes to the center of the room and begins to sing. Her 
voice is flawless. 

The emotional depth of her singing draws them deep in. Deolu 
seems lost in her performance.

She finishes and shyly takes a bow. Her eyes meet Segun but 
he seems uninterested. She straightens  and takes a deep 
breath. Rita jumps up and plants a sloppy kiss on Mercy’s 
cheek.

DEOLU
(To Rita) Eew...

Mercy laughs.

MERCY
Oh... now the Pizza is cold.

She picks a slice and assesses it.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Does anyone want more?

RITA
I do!

BUNMI
Hmmm.... Diet Diet..

RITA
Bunmi what’s your own?

Bunmi and Mercy laugh. Gift just smiles.

MERCY
Gift... hope you’re having a good 
time?

GIFT
Yes I am... thank you.

DEOLU
Wow... she can talk?
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Mercy gives him the look.

MERCY
(To Gift) Do you want more?

BUNMI
No thank you.

RITA
So I can take the rest?

MERCY
No.

She drags the carton away from Rita.

MERCY (CONT’D)
I’ll keep some in the fridge for 
Iremide.

RITA
But Pizza isn’t good for children?

BUNMI
Rita... really?..Just let it go, 
before people will be asking you if 
you are pregnant on your wedding 
day.

Rita sulks a bit, gives up and goes to sit with Seun.

Mercy heads to the kitchen with the carton and walks back in 
a few seconds later. 

Gift from her phone looks at Mercy’s feet as she walks in. 

She observes Mercy’s beautifully painted toe nails. They are 
done in a pattern of pink and purple.

GIFT
I love your nails...

Mercy looks down, then at fixed nails on her fingers that are 
in a similar pattern and smiles.

MERCY
Oh these... thanks dear... Was just 
playing around with color.

Gift is mesmerized.
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MERCY (CONT’D)
Would you like me to do yours?

GIFT
(All smiles) would you?

MERCY
Sure... But we’ll have to do it on 
the stairway so the smell doesn’t 
get in the food.

GIFT
Ok.

MERCY
(To Bunmi and Rita) We’ll be back.

SEGUN
Honey?

MERCY
Just want to help her with 
something.

INT. HALL WAY- EVENING3 3

We see a mixture of nail polishing accessories (including the 
pink and purple nail varnish) land on the floor.

Gift is seated two steps above Mercy who is using a damp 
piece of cotton wool to clean Gift’s toes.

MERCY
So your here in Lagos alone?

GIFT
Yes... my parents and brother are 
back in Aba.

MERCY
Don’t you miss them?

GIFT
Definitely... but Bunmi and Henry 
have been there for me.

Mercy applies the first layer of the pink nail polish.

GIFT (CONT’D)
That’s nice.
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MERCY
How did you meet them?

GIFT
I work for them.

Mercy pauses confused. 

GIFT (CONT’D)
I’m a professional Baby sitter.

MERCY
Oh really?..

GIFT
Was meant to Baby-sit today but 
Bunmi decided to drop the children 
with her mum last minute and said I 
should come along.

MERCY
That was nice of her.

GIFT
(Sadly) Yes.

(beat)
I didn’t want to come at first but 
then she told me we were coming to 
YOUR place and I could NOT resist.

Mercy smiles.

They are quiet for a bit and noise and laughter is heard from 
the sitting. Gift observes Mercy as she works.

GIFT (CONT’D)
Can I ask you something?

MERCY
(As she paints) Sure, go ahead.

GIFT
Why did you stop singing?

Mercy takes a deep breath.

MERCY
That’s a hard one. Hmmm.

(beat)
The fame was overwhelming on so 
many levels.

11.



GIFT
But you stopped so suddenly.

MERCY
Honestly... I felt I needed more 
time with my daughter and 
husband... family is so important.

GIFT
Well, your fans miss you...

MERCY
I can’t eat my cake and have it...

(beat)
Were you a fan?

GIFT
Was I?

Gift brings out her phone and shows Mercy a play-list of 
singles she released.

MERCY
Wow.

Gift smiles and puts her phone back.

Bunmi and Rita come walking down the hallway to meet them. 
They reach the staircase as Mercy paints the last toe.

RITA
Noiiice.

She sits next to Gift and removes her sandals. Mercy looks at 
her feet and then at Bunmi.

BUNMI
Rita what are you doing?

RITA
What does it look like I’m doing?

She flashes Mercy a bright smile.

MERCY
(Sighs) No problem.

She sticks out her tongue at Bunmi. We see Mercy painting her 
feet differently from Gift’s in speedy motion then Bunmi sits 
for hers to be done.
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BUNMI
Our next get together is in my 
house...

RITA
Ehen?

BUNMI
I no fit do manicure for anybody 
o... I’m just saying.

MERCY
Bunmi always low-key dramatic.

They all laugh and continue in conversation.

INT. LIVING ROOM - EVENING4 4

We see the ladies with beautifully painted feet stepping into 
the room in slow motion. Only Mercy and Gift have the same 
paint pattern.

The guys see them coming in and assess them from head to toe. 
They have all touched up their make up.

Rita moves towards the guys and flaunts her feet. They assess 
her lustfully. 

DEOLU
Commot jare.

He steps closer to her and mistakenly steps on her big toe.

RITA
Kai... Deolu my toe.

She looks at it and notices that the paint has been smeared. 

RITA (CONT’D)
(Snarling) you’ve messed it up.

They all laugh.

RITA (CONT’D)
It’s not funny nau.

(To Mercy) See?

MERCY
Don’t worry I’ll do it again later.
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RITA
(To Deolu) God saved you. 

She eyeballs him.

DEOLU
You don’t know how you look when 
you do that... Seun please do her a 
favor and advice her to stop. Eew.

RITA
And you don’t know how you sound 
when you open your mouth... be 
sounding like a...

SEGUN
Guys... please... Not today.

Seun brings a Camera out of his bag and starts taking 
pictures of everyone present as they talk, eat and just hang 
in general. 

He puts Bunmi and Henry together, takes Deolu, takes gift and 
then puts Mercy and Segun together. 

Segun wraps his arms around her from the back and then kisses 
her on the forehead as she smiles brightly. 

Rita takes the Camera from them and checks the pictures. She 
pauses on Segun and Mercy.

RITA
Mtcheew.

BUNMI
Ah Ah Rita?

RITA
Too much fine-ness in one picture.

They all laugh.

Seun goes around taking some more pictures with Deolu Photo-
bombing most of them and drinking in between takes. 

Simultaneously Segun and Henry are discussing.

SEGUN
What? He agreed to sign?

HENRY
Yes sir.
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SEGUN
When?

HENRY
He called to schedule the meeting 
like an hour before I got here.

SEGUN
You should have called to tell me.

HENRY
I actually tried your line... but 
it didn’t go through.

(beat)
Then when I came I forgot...

SEGUN
Forgot? You my lawyer?

HENRY
(Laughing) I got in and everyone 
was pouncing on Rita.

SEGUN
Oh OK.

Segun removes his glasses blows steam into them and cleans 
them with his shirt.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
What about the neighboring 
property?

HENRY
Er... well that’s still being 
discussed.

SEGUN
Do you think he’ll come around?

HENRY
He better... the clients are 
willing to double payments to the 
firm if we get both.

SEGUN
Are you sure we shouldn’t be 
looking into this land ourselves.

(beat)
Why is he fighting this sale?..

HENRY
(Laughing) Maybe there’s oil in it?
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They both laugh.

SEGUN
But what if that’s it?

Seun and Rita go through some of the pictures that have been 
taken again. 

Rita laughs at a picture of Bunmi caught mid-way blinking.

RITA
Bunmi... I’m keeping this one.

Bunmi rushes to check it.

BUNMI
No o!

She starts struggling for the camera with Seun who is 
struggling to protect his precious gadget.

SEUN
You guys stop this now.

BUNMI
You better delete it.

SEUN
Henry... Henry O! Come and carry 
your wife.

Henry who is still discussing work stuff with Segun does not 
respond.

SEUN (CONT’D)
OK OK... I’ll delete it.

Bunmi adjusts her blouse and watches him delete it before 
walking victoriously back to the sofa.

SEUN (CONT’D)
I guess we’re done with the 
pictures.

RITA
No Baby.. We’ve not taken the group 
picture.

SEUN
True.

RITA
Oya... Everybody... lets gather for 
the group picture.
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BUNMI
Not interested.

Rita moves closer to her.

RITA
Please Ma, do us this honor.

Bunmi, Mercy and Gift start laughing.

They get up and move towards the center where Seun is setting 
up the Camera. 

Rita then moves towards Henry and Segun.

RITA (CONT’D)
Please we’re all waiting for both 
of you.

HENRY
Oh, sorry.

Henry and Seun get up and walk towards the center with Rita.

RITA
Nawah for all this your Real Estate 
talk.

Seun arranges everyone and then rushes to join the picture 
just before the Camera goes off.

They all head back to their different seats after the picture 
discussing and laughing at intervals. 

Mercy notices that some of the cups are empty and takes the 
juice jugs round filling each cup. She attends to Deolu last. 

He takes a bit of the orange juice in his cup and makes a 
strange face.

MERCY
What’s wrong with it?

DEOLU
(To Segun) Guy this orange juice 
dey dull person o.

Mercy shakes her head and drops the jugs on the table.

DEOLU (CONT’D)

The Heineken never cold?
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SEUN
Abi o!

SEGUN
(Chuckling) Make I go bring am.

RITA
I’ll help.

She drops her cup on the table and heads out with him. Deolu 
watches her.

Seun, Henry and Bunmi who have been standing all along, go 
back to the places where they were seated.

MERCY
Guys, I’m coming let me quickly 
check on Iremide.

They nod understandingly.

BUNMI
Mercy give my baby a kiss for me.

Mercy smiles and steps out. Deolu’s eyes follow her.

DEOLU
Abeg, I gast piss.

He walks out of the living room and Henry shakes his head as 
Seun smiles.

INT. HALL WAY - EVENING5 5

Deolu steps out of the living room and sees Mercy heading 
towards the stair way. He rushes towards her.

DEOLU
Mercy.

She looks back but keeps on walking.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
Mercy wait!

She stops and waits for him to reach her.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
Hi...

She gives him a questioning look.
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DEOLU (CONT’D)
I’m sorry about what I did inside.

MERCY
No worries, it’s you now.

DEOLU
Ouch, that was harsh.

She turns around to walk up the stairs.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
Wait.

MERCY
See Deolu, I have to go check on my 
daughter.

Deolu takes her hand and pulls her back. She looks down.

DEOLU
Are you alright?

He bends to see into her eyes but she looks away.

MERCY
Yes, why wouldn’t I be?

He cups her face with his hands.

DEOLU
You know I know you.

She closes her eyes for a split second and then removes his 
hands from her face.

MERCY
And you KNOW I am happily 
married... To Segun... Your best 
friend.

Deolu laughs tipsily and raises both hands in the air 
defensively.

DEOLU
Best is a strong word.

MERCY
I am fine.

She turns around and walks upstairs. While he walks backwards 
towards the toilet area.
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INT. KITCHEN - DAY6 6

Segun and Rita are in the Kitchen. Rita uses a napkin to wipe 
the glasses she’s brought out and then places them side by 
side on the large tray. 

Behind her, Segun brings out the Heineken from the freezer in 
two’s and arranges them beside her on the kitchen table.

He turns around after bringing the last two out, pauses, 
observes Rita’s figure from the back, moves towards her and 
then slowly pulls her hips towards his groin area. 

In her shock she almost breaks a glass.

RITA
(Whispers) What are you doing?

SEGUN
(Into her ear) I’ve missed you...

Rita almost gives in, but instead turns around sharply. 

RITA
No! We can’t do this.

Segun pulls her closer.

SEGUN
Why not?

RITA
(Looking into his eyes) Well uhm... 
My Fiance, your wife?... They’re 
here?

He hesitates and steps back a little. They are still looking 
at each other motionless when Mercy steps into the Kitchen. 

She looks from Segun to Rita and then at the drinks arranged 
on the tray.

MERCY
What’s going on?

(beat)

(Point towards the living room) 
They’ve been waiting for both of 
you.
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Rita turns around agitated. 

RITA
Oh, so  sorry. Was asking Segun for 
some...business advice.

MERCY
(Nodding coldly) OK.

SEGUN
(Chuckling) My wife the detective.

Rita rushes out with some of the glasses and drinks.

Mercy without saying a word stares at Segun. He turns away 
and picks the second tray.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
I don’t know why you’re looking at 
me.

She doesn’t respond but follows behind as he takes the tray 
into the living room.

INT. SEGUN’S LIVING ROOM - EVENING7 7

Rita has already started opening drinks for them and serving. 
She serves Seun first who in turn smiles lovingly at her and 
is serving Henry when Mercy and Segun Walk in. 

As Deolu sees Mercy and Segun walk in, he moves towards Gift, 
pulls her up and forces her to dance. 

She laughs shyly as they dance then catches Henry (who is 
conversing with Seun) watching her and goes back to her seat 
laughing.

Segun pours some of the beer into his glass and walks up to 
Seun and Henry while Rita serves Bunmi and Gift with Drinks.

BUNMI
(To Rita) Thanks Babe.

She pours some for Gift and hands it to her. Mercy sits next 
to Bunmi.

GIFT
No thank you, I don’t drink.
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RITA
And you waited for me to finish 
pouring it before saying anything? 
You must drink it o!

GIFT
(Quietly) I’m sorry.

BUNMI
Rita leave the girl alone... I’ll 
take it.

MERCY
Hmm, Bunmi... You?

BUNMI
Ehen?

RITA
You’ve already forgotten what 
happened at Deolu’s place.

BUNMI
Babes don’t worry nau... I’ve had 
time to practice.

MERCY
(Smiling) Of all things to be 
practicing.

BUNMI
(To Rita) See this “Miss Prim and 
proper I’ve never had fun in my 
life” talking.

MERCY
What do you mean?

RITA
Trie sha, you that your idea of fun 
is reading and song-writing.

They laugh and Bunmi downs half the glass of beer.

BUNMI
See?

They watch her for a moment longer than necessary and she 
squeezes her eyes and shakes her head causing the ladies to 
laugh.
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BUNMI (CONT’D)
Just joking, I’m fine jare.

They laugh some more and Segun looks in their direction. 
Deolu walks up to the ladies and falls back on the sofa 
landing on Mercy, Bunmi and Gift. Some of the Beer in Bunmi’s 
hand pours on her dress.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
Ah Ah Deolu, Iru rubbish wo leleyi? 
Ehn?

Deolu laughs as they forcefully push him off.

DEOLU
What? Can’t someone play again?

Bunmi heads to the center table, angrily takes two 
serviette’s and wipes the area of her dress where the beer 
poured.

BUNMI
Everything is a joke to you... 
Mtchew!

(beat)
This isn’t uni.

He raises his hand in the air defensively again.

DEOLU
Sorry.

Deolu walks over to where the guys are and listen’s in on 
their conversation.

SEUN
So they go into the underground 
tunnel...the place is dark, as in 
pitch black.

Seun exhales and inhales loudly.

SEUN (CONT’D)
We can hear their every breath.

He looks from Segun to Henry as they nod. Seun stands.

SEUN (CONT’D)
Then they turn... its a dead end.

HENRY
What? After all that?
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SEUN
But?

He watches Segun and Henry for the reaction. Like the 
audience, Deolu is just getting into his narrative.

SEUN (CONT’D)
...But then Sandra see’s something 
on the wall of the dead end... They 
move closer and guess what!

SEGUN
Talk nau?

SEUN
The wall is the map. Gbam!

HENRY
(Hitting his forehead with his 
palm) Mehn!

Rita walks up to them with her half consumed glass of Beer.

DEOLU
Err, I don’t get?

RITA
How will you get when you will be 
fooling yourself and pouring Beer 
everywhere. Gloria is trying o!

They all laugh, but Deolu is not amused. He sits up. 

DEOLU
You will just open your mouth and 
be talking anyhow... am I your 
mate? Is my wife your mate?

SEGUN
Deolu calm down.

Segun puts a hand on his shoulder but Deolu shrugs it and 
moves to sit alone in another part of the room. 

Rita laughs off her embarrassment, sits on Seun’s laps and 
wraps her arms around his neck.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
Guy, the story make sense die.

Rita gives Seun a peck

RITA
Yeah my man is a genius.
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SEUN
Thanks baby.

(beat)

I have already pitched the idea to 
them, just waiting for the 
sponsorships to pan out.

SEGUN
And you didn’t pitch it to me... 
When you know I am always happy to 
help.

SEUN
Thanks, but its already sorted.

RITA
But, baby, we need the money!

He gives her a fierce look and she removes her hands from his 
neck and stands. 

Henry and Segun look from him to Rita. Still looking at Rita, 
Seun reaches into his back pocket and brings out some weed 
and weed paper.

Segun watches questioningly for a brief moment and then...

SEGUN
Seun?

Seun looks up as he is in the process of rolling up the weed.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
What do you think you’re doing?

Seun continues preparing the weed.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
You know I have a non smoking 
policy in this house.

SEUN
My bad.

SEGUN
(Exhales) It’s fine, you can go do 
your thing at the back.

SEUN
(Getting up) See how you dey Para 
for common joint.
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SEGUN
Ehn... You wan smoke when my pikin 
dey house?

Henry stands up too.

HENRY
Abeg, make I join you?

SEUN
I only brought one o!

HENRY
Ehn we go manage am like that.

They walk off.

SEUN
Manage am ke? You dey shorten my 
ration and you dey call am manage.

HENRY
Abeg nau... You know say Bunmi no 
like this kain thing.

As they walk out, Mercy heads into the kitchen and returns 
with a dust-bin bag. 

One by one she empties the left overs into it.

Segun watches her for a bit before taking the remote and 
turning the TV on.

Mercy pauses and looks at him.

MERCY
But honey... remember no TV during 
our get-togethers.

He observes Bunmi drinking, Gift texting, Deolu playing a 
game on his phone and Rita fidgeting.

SEGUN
I don’t think anybody really cares 
for that rule.

DEOLU
(Without looking up) So everyone is 
okay with it when Segun decides to 
do what he wants... but when you 
don’t like something we all have to 
agree with you?
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Segun looks away from the TV and turns towards Deolu.

SEGUN
Deolu what are you getting at?

DEOLU
Segun, you know what I’m saying.

SEGUN
Ok, fine...

He turns the Television off.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
Happy now?

DEOLU
(Laughing) Guy you know I could 
care less... I talk am because I no 
say you go vex.

Segun laughs, goes to Deolu and playfully punches him in the 
shoulder.

SEGUN
Idiot!

They both laugh.

Mercy exhales and begins to pick the plates of finished 
snacks and stack them neatly into the equally empty bowls. 

RITA
I’ll help!

MERCY
NO!...

They are all shocked at Mercy’s sharp tone.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Thank you. I can handle it.

She gathers the pile of stacked items and then balances 
everything in her hands. 

At that poin, tipsy Bunmi drinks some more beer and burps 
loudly. 

This startles Mercy and the glass bowl at the top comes 
crashing down with a “BANG”. Deolu sits up.
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Mercy drops the others carefully on the table and begins to 
panic as she gathers the shattered pieces of glass.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Oh no, oh no!

She itches her hair frantically.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Why, why?

DEOLU
Mercy, calm down its just a bowl.

SEGUN
Honey calm down.

He walks towards her.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
(To the others) It was a wedding 
gift from my late mum.

RITA
Oh!

Segun crouches on the floor with her and from the back they 
see him stroke her hair and calm her. 

Composed she gets up and takes the pieces she has gathered 
into the kitchen. 

She misses a large piece. As she walks off Seun and Henry 
rush back in and Deolu takes the bowls she left into the 
kitchen.

SEUN
What happened?

RITA
Mercy broke the bowl Segun’s mum 
gave them for their wedding.  

HENRY
Oh no.

RITA
And I wanted to help... but you 
know how Mercy is nau.

Segun looks towards the kitchen area and heads there.
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Moments later, a calm mercy walks back into the living room 
with a bottle of water in her hand and something in a 
serviette. Segun comes in behind her.

She takes Bunmi’s almost empty glass from her and gives her 
the pill in the serviette and the bottle of water to swallow 
it. 

Bunmi complies and then rests her head on the chair.

Henry and Seun walk towards the sofa.

MERCY
Guys please wait.

She heads towards the drawer, brings out fabric freshener 
from one section and mints from another and then heads back 
to them.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Please, open your mouths.

They do as they are told and she puts in the mints then 
sprays them all over with the fabric freshener.

MERCY (CONT’D)
(Smiling) Now you can sit down.

SEUN
Thank you mummy.

They all laugh.

MERCY
(Smiling) You’re welcome.

HENRY
The one and only prim and proper 
Queen.

Mercy smiles and heads back to where she was sitting beside a 
still slightly tipsy Bunmi. 

Deolu watches Gift as she looks around and then quietly texts 
on her phone smiling from time to time.

DEOLU
Bunmi.

BUNMI
(Drowsily) Yes D?
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DEOLU
You still haven’t properly 
introduced this your pretty friend!

Gift blushes.

SEGUN
(Laughing) Guy let your wife catch 
you.

DEOLU
Gloria gave me permission to enjoy 
while she was away.

Seun looks at Deolu without saying a word.

MERCY
I don’t think she had this in mind 
when she said that.

They laugh.

BUNMI
(Sitting up) You really want a 
proper introduction?

DEOLU
Of course.

Henry watches Bunmi apprehensively as she edges closer to 
Gift who is smiling shyly.

BUNMI
Gift...

DEOLU
That’s a lovely name.

BUNMI
I know right... Gift meet Deolu one 
of the most successful losers in 
existence.

DEOLU
(Laughing) I’ll take that as a 
compliment.

They all laugh.

BUNMI
...And Deolu meet Gift... my 
husband’s... mistress.
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The room is dead silent as everyone is in shock.

Rita looks at Henry and then at Gift. Bunmi stands shakily.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
(Giggling) Its true.

(beat)
(To Mercy) You know me nau, I would 
have left since... but he Loves me, 
he loves her and I love my kids.

She laughs a bit more and Henry walks up to her and shakes 
her.

HENRY
Bunmi stop this right now...

BUNMI
Or what?

She giggles a bit more and then burps.

HENRY
(To Mercy) How many 
glasses did she take?

Mercy uses her fingers to show him four. 

He tries to calm her and make her sit but she suddenly bolts 
up and attempts to head out of the room. 

Before she is able to leave, she vomits in the middle of the 
room.

Henry rushes to her side and rubs her back. In her bent 
position, she sees the chunk of glass that had been forgotten 
by Mercy.

In slow motion we see her pick it, charge towards Gift and 
stab her around her collar bone.

Bunmi is about to stab her again when Henry pulls her off a 
terribly bleeding Gift. Bunmi begins to weep and fight Henry 
while everyone else rushes to Gifts side.

DEOLU
Jeeze!

HENRY
Are you Crazy?
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BUNMI
This is all your fault... You did  
this...

Segun takes off his T-shirt leaving only his singlet and uses 
it to hold the bleeding.

SEGUN
This isn’t working!

(beat)
Mercy... CALL THE DOCTOR!

A calmer Bunmi sees what she has done and starts weeping 
profusely. 

Gift’s eyes begin to close. She rushes to Gift’s side and 
shakes her.

BUNMI
Gift, I’m so sorry, Please don’t 
die.

Gift drifts...

BUNMI (CONT’D)
GIIIFT! You cannot die.

FADE TO BLACK.

INT. SEGUN’S LIVING ROOM - NIGHT8 8

We see hands in a glove stitching up a wound. 

The DOCTOR does the last stitch, ties it up expertly and then 
cleans the area with some cotton wool. 

He gets up from his crouched position and takes off his 
gloves.

DOCTOR
(To Segun) She’ll be fine... 
luckily the glass didn’t cut 
through any vital nerves.

Henry exhales and looks at Bunmi who is on her knees praying 
and weeping in the other corner of the room. 

The doctor assesses everyone in the room.
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DOCTOR (CONT’D)
The right thing for me to do would 
be to alert the police about this, 
immediately.

Bunmi stands up quickly and rushes to the doctors side. 

BUNMI
Please, please don’t bring the 
police into this... 

I took too much beer... wasn’t in 
my right mind... 

I would never do something like 
this.

SEGUN
(To the Doctor) Chuks, I’ll handle 
it.

The doctor is considering Segun’s statement when gift opens 
her eyes.

GIFT
What happened...?

She tries to move but stops when she feels the pain from the 
stitches. CHUKS moves to her side.

DOCTOR
You’re badly injured... try not to 
put pressure on this side.

Gift looks at Bunmi.

BUNMI
(Whispering) I’m sorry.

Gift looks away.

GIFT
I’m thirsty.

SEGUN
Let me get water.

He goes to the kitchen.

Mercy asses the vomit and the blood stained floor and chair, 
shakes her head and turns to leave the room.
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DEOLU
What’s up?

MERCY
Nothing, I just want to get stuff 
from the bathroom to deal with this 
mess.

DEOLU
Do you need an extra set of hands?

MERCY
No, I’m good.

She steps out of the living room.

The doctor monitors Gifts temperature and then checks her 
blood pressure while Henry paces pensively around the room. 

Rita and Seun are seated quietly holding hands and watching 
the entire process. 

Seun observes the blood and vomit in disgust and stands up.

SEUN
I need to get some fresh air.

He walks off.

Deolu looks towards the kitchen area and back. He looks again 
a little longer this time and then back at Gift. Suddenly she 
starts coughing profusely and as a result of the force, the 
stitches begin to bleed.

DEOLU
(Towards the Kitchen) SEGUN!

(beat)
You dey sleep for kitchen?

Deolu heads out of the room into the kitchen.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT9 9

Deolu steps into the Kitchen.

DEOLU
Segun...

He sees water gushing out of the unclosed tap and then his 
eyes settle on Segun in a pool of blood on the floor.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
JEEZ! SEGUN!
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He rushes to his side on the floor, shakes him and then puts 
his ear to Segun’s chest to check for a heart beat. 

In his crouched position, he gets blood on his hands and his 
clothes.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
DOCTOR! DOCTOR!

The doctor does not show and Deolu sprints out of The 
kitchen.

FADE TO BLACK.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT10 10

Deolu is doing CPR on Segun and there is no response.

DOCTOR
He’s gone.

Deolu refuses to accept and continues pressing Segun’s chest.

DEOLU
No!

At that point Mercy comes into the kitchen with a bucket, a 
mop and some detergent..

MERCY
I was wondering where everyone...

She sees Segun’s body and everything she’s holding drops to 
the floor. 

Screaming, she runs to his side and shakes him to wake up. 
Deolu sees her and stops pumping Segun’s chest.

MERCY (CONT’D)
(Wailing) Why did you stop?

Deolu looks away in misery.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Why isn’t anyone doing anything?

She moves to Segun’s chest and begins to press Segun’s chest 
by herself. 

This time blood begins to come out of his mouth. The doctor 
moves gently towards her and then stops her hands.
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DOCTOR
Mercy... I’m sorry.

MERCY
NOOOOO!

She collapses into the pool of blood and weeps profusely.

FADE TO BLACK.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT11 11

Rita is weeping into Seun’s chest. He looks at Segun’s body 
on the floor and then at Deolu rocking a weeping Mercy in his 
arms. 

Bunmi sniffs loudly and wipes her eyes.

BUNMI
What’s all this?
(Teary voiced) What’s this?

She covers her mouth in an attempt to stop herself from 
vomiting and rushes out of the kitchen.

Seun watches her leave and then observes Deolu again.

SEUN
Deolu!

A pained Deolu looks up at him.

SEUN (CONT’D)
Why?

Deolu and everyone else is confused.

SEUN (CONT’D)
If you wanted Mercy so badly... you 
should just have come out plainly 
and said so.

A confused Mercy looks up into Deolu’s face. Deolu gently 
pushes her off his chest and stands.

DEOLU
What?

SEUN
Guy’s he said that Gloria 
travelled, but the truth is that 
they are getting a divorce... 
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(beat)

Why are they getting a divorce? 
Because he is still in love with 
Mercy.

DEOLU
Guy the weed wey you spoke na 
original... 

RITA
Nobody was here when you found 
Segun.

SEUN
Very convenient.

DEOLU

Can you believe this fool?

Deolu begins to laugh as he assess, Henry and Rita. They do 
not join him in laughing.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
Oh, I see, that’s how it is.

Henry looks away.

HENRY
You said that you could never 
forgive Segun for taking Mercy from 
you.

DEOLU
So because of that I would kill my 
friend?

He laughs bitterly.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
See my friends o!... This is 
unbelievable...

He clears some breakable items from the cabinet down to the 
floor.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
UNBELIEVABLE!
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Rita jumps back to prevent a mug from landing on her leg, 
Mercy gets up from the floor too.

MERCY
(With tears lining her face) Deolu, 
please stop.

DEOLU
No o! Since were are all pointing 
fingers now I will not stop... 

(beat)

shebi everyone wants to pin this 
thing on Deolu?

He trashes some more items and the doctor rushes back in and 
observes the mess.

DOCTOR
I... I’ve called the police and 
they will be here soon.

He takes in the disaster again and shakes his head.

DOCTOR (CONT’D)
You guys better sort yourselves out 
before then.

(beat)
I will be with Gift.

He steps out. Rita moves to follow him but is forcefully 
pulled back in by Deolu. 

DEOLU
Where do you think you’re going?

RITA
How dare you?

DEOLU
Shut up!

SEUN
Deolu are you Mad?

He laughs again.

DEOLU
You’ve not seen madness yet.

(beat)
Where did you go after the Gift 
incident?
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Seun becomes agitated.

SEUN
I... I

DEOLU
Oh now you’re a stammerer.

SEUN
I... I said I needed to get some 
air cos of the vomit and all.

DEOLU
But, did anyone follow you to see 
if that’s were you actually went... 

Or maybe you came into the kitchen 
and KILLED SEGUN BECAUSE HE WAS 
SLEEPING WITH YOUR BABE.

Seun charges at Deolu and punches him hard in the face. Deolu 
staggers. Mercy looks at Rita.

RITA
Mercy don’t believe him.

Mercy begins to cry. 

RITA (CONT’D)

 Deolu you’re an ass hole.

Rita moves towards Rita to put an arm around her but Mercy 
pushes her away.

RITA (CONT’D)
Mercy he’s lying.

MERCY
Is he?

HENRY
(To Deolu) What’s wrong with you?

DEOLU
Oh Mr. Perfect wants to lecture me? 
Perfect Henry that has his mistress 
in the other room.
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HENRY
She is not my mistress... Bunmi 
didn’t know what she was saying?

DEOLU
Oh ok, so this afternoon was a 
mistake too?

BUNMI
What happened this afternoon?

We see Bunmi at the kitchen entrance. She walks in slowly and 
looks piercingly at Henry.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
Ehn Henry, please answer?

HENRY
Nothing, honey nothing.

Deolu bursts into crazy laughter.

DEOLU
This is epic...

Bunmi, you and Henry came 
separately right?

BUNMI
Yes, Gift and I were the first to 
get here...

We rewind past several points already seen in the movie then 
pause for a split second at their argument in the beginning 
then move towards...

EXT. SEGUN’S HOUSE - AFTERNOON12 12

Bunmi and Gift are standing outside the door waiting in 
Silence. 

Bunmi uses her hand to fan herself and then presses the bell. 
A moment later Mercy opens the door.

MERCY
(Hugging Bunmi) Bunmi... You’re 
early.
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BUNMI
(Smiling) As usual. 

(Pointing towards the car 
park) When did you guys 
get that beauty?

MERCY
(Smiling) Segun gave it to me for 
our 5TH Anniversary... always 
trying to out do himself.

BUNMI
You’re enjoying o..Henry gave me a 
kiss on my forehead for ours. 
Imagine.

They laugh.

Mercy straightens, and looks past her to gift who is standing 
a few inches behind.

MERCY
Hello...

GIFT
Good Afternoon. It’s such an honor 
to meet you.

Bunmi turns to face Gift.

BUNMI
Oh, don’t mind my manners

(beat)
This is my friend Gift... thought 
it would be nice to bring her 
along.

MERCY
Oh... how come we’ve never met?

Mercy observes an uncomfortable Gift.

BUNMI
We’ve not been friends for that 
long.

MERCY
Ok?

Mercy looks from Bunmi to Gift for a while longer.
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BUNMI
So are we going to stand outside 
till everyone arrives?

MERCY
Mtchew... Sorry... Please come in.

They walk in.

INT. HALL WAY - AFTERNOON13 13

Gift looks around in discomfort.

GIFT
Erm, please... Please could I use 
the toilet?

MERCY
Sure dear...

BUNMI
It’s the door by that corner.

GIFT
Oh OK... Thank you.

She is about to walk off when...

BUNMI
Bring your bag...

(Pointing towards the 
Living room) and meet us 
in the living room when 
you finish.

She gives her bag to Bunmi as she heads to the toilet and 
they walk towards the living room.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
How’s the house wifey thing going.

MERCY
I’m not a Housewife... I work from 
home.

BUNMI
That one is just grammar.

MERCY
(Smiling) Its been alright. At 
least I get to spend more time with 
Iremide.
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BUNMI
How’s my Baby?

MERCY
She fine... 

INT. SEGUN’S LIVING ROOM - AFTERNOON14 14

Mercy and Bunmi walk into the living room and Bunmi drops the 
bags on one of the Sofa’s. 

MERCY
...Doctor Chuks gave her Malaria 
medication... She’s sleeping 
upstairs.

BUNMI
Poor Ire... What about Bose?

MERCY
She’s at the back... You know Segun 
doesn’t like it when the maid 
handles things for his special 
guests.

BUNMI
Oga Segun.

She faces Mercy who responds by giving her an overly generous 
smile.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
OK, what’s wrong?

MERCY
(Smiling) Wrong?... Nothing.

BUNMI
You sure?

MERCY
Yes definitely... (Playfully) Why 
are you always expecting something 
to be wrong?

BUNMI
Because I’m really caring.

They laugh.

43.



MERCY
(Sarcastically) Yeah.

Gift walks into the Living room and Mercy checks her Wrist 
watch.

MERCY (CONT’D)
So you ladies makes yourselves 
comfortable... (Pointing to 
herself) Your hostess for the night 
needs to do some last minute stuff 
in the kitchen.

Bunmi stands immediately and pulls Gift up.

BUNMI
Comfortable Ko... Let’s go Jare.

They all head towards the kitchen.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
Where’s Segun?

MERCY
Went to get Beer.

INT. KITCHEN - AFTERNOON15 15

Mercy pours some crisps from an open pack into the gorgeous 
glass bowl that we see shattered later. 

Bunmi is at the sink washing some items while Gift stays 
quietly by the side.

MERCY
You can help put the biscuits into 
that bowl.

GIFT
Ok...

We fast-forward back to:

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT16 16

All eyes are on Bunmi.

DEOLU
So when did Henry come in?
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Rita fidgets and Seun notices.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
(In deep thought) When I got in, 
Henry had not arrived yet.

FLASH BACK.

INT. LIVING ROOM - EVENING17 17

Deolu is sitting on the sofa closest to the music set. He 
brings out his mini bottle and takes a gulp. 

At that point the ladies walk in and arrange the bowls of 
snacks on the center table. 

Mercy looks at the bottle in his hand and then at him but 
does not comment. 

Deolu moves towards the music set and selects a track which 
begins to boom all over the house.

Mercy rushes towards him, collects the remote and reduces the 
volume significantly.

MERCY
Iremide is asleep Deolu.

DEOLU
Ouch... forgot.. Sorry.

The bell rings

INT. KITCHEN - AFTERNOON18 18

Segun brings in a crate of Heineken and Deolu comes in after 
him bringing in another crate with a pack of water on top.

They drop everything on the kitchen table and then put the 
drinks into the freezer.

DEOLU

Guy this tin already dey better 
than the one we do for my place.

SEGUN

(Laughing) How you take forget beer 
of all things.
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DEOLU
I no know sef.

SEGUN
No be competition sha.

DEOLU

Na competition o when you and Mercy 
dey organized like this.

(beat)

I sure say if I lick this ground 
the disinfectant wey dey there go 
cure all the infection wey dey my 
body.

They both laugh.

The Bell rings and they place the last set of drinks into the 
freezer and walk out of the kitchen.

INT. LIVING ROOM - EVENING19 19

Henry walks into the living room. Rita and Mercy follow 
closely behind. Mercy is holding a bottle of Champagne. 

She lifts it slightly.

MERCY
Guys, Henry brought Champagne.

BUNMI
(Unimpressed) Cute.

DEOLU
Guy you think say you dey Yankee?

Henry laughs. Deolu walks up to Henry and they guyishly hug.

Segun does the same and then they hug Rita.

Mercy drops the champagne on the center table.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
(To Henry) So you and Rita came 
together?

RITA
No o!
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HENRY
No, I came alone.

RITA
And I took a cab.

(beat)
We just happened to get here around 
the same time.

DEOLU
Oh, I see.

Henry notices Gift and then looks at Bunmi

HENRY
Hi Gift. 

GIFT
Good evening.

HENRY
(Itching his head) What are you 
doing here?

BUNMI
I thought it would be good for her 
to socialize with adults for a bit.

(beat)
You know.

HENRY
Ok?

BUNMI
(To Rita) Seun Nko?

The bell rings.

RITA
That must be him.

SEGUN
I’ll get it.

Segun walks off.

RITA
And guys...

She flashes the gorgeous engagement ring on her left hand for 
all of them to see.
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BUNMI
(Screaming) Are you for real?

MERCY
Awww, he proposed.

Rita nods excitedly and Mercy and Bunmi excitedly inspect the 
ring while Gift watches and smiles from where she is seated.

GIFT
It’s so beautiful.

Rita looks at Gift.

RITA
(To Mercy and Bunmi) What’s her 
name again?

BUNMI & MERCY
Gift.

RITA
Err thanks Gift. My fiance get eye.

Rita screams a bit.

RITA (CONT’D)
Imagine I can call him FIANCE now.

The ladies squeal in excitement and Deolu shakes his head.

Seun and Segun walk into the room and Deolu greets Seun with 
enthusiasm.

DEOLU
So guy you finally did it!

Seun laughs and all the guys congratulate.

SEUN
Now I’m officially off the market.

HENRY
Congrats bro.

(beat)
I’m so happy for you.

SEGUN
We were getting scared that you 
would never pop the question.

SEUN
No nau. I knew from day one that 
this Babe would be my wife.
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HENRY
Na so the love dey do you?

SEUN
Yes o!

They all laugh. Deolu stops laughing before the rest and 
observes Seun seriously then Henry and then looks at Rita.

DEOLU (V.O)
Henry didn’t know that...

DIP TO WHITE.

INT. DEOLU’S CAR - AFTERNOON20 20

Deolu is driving and nodding to the music playing from the 
radio in his car. 

DEOLU (V.O.)
...While I was on my way... I saw a 
car that looked like his.

Ahead of him he sees a car parked by the side of road.

DEOLU (V.O.)

Parked awkwardly by the side of the 
road.

(beat)

I looked harder... But couldn’t see 
anyone in the drivers seat.

He squints, slows down and then parks his car behind it.

DEOLU (V.O.)

Then I decided to park to check if 
there was a flat tire... or 
something was wrong.

From behind he sees that the drivers seat is empty. 

DEOLU (V.O.)

And then...
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He heads back to his car but sharply turns around when he 
hears a scream from the car. 

He moves towards the side of the rear window to take a closer 
look and sees Rita and Henry in action.

They are so into it that they fail to notice him watching.

Rita raises her head and just as she opens her eyes Deolu 
ducks and they continue.

He walks up to his car and drives off.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT21 21

A few moments of uncomfortable silence pass. Seun looks at 
Henry and at Rita and then suddenly starts chasing Henry 
around the Kitchen.

Henry attempts to head out the kitchen door but Deolu swiftly 
blocks him.

Henry turns, sees a fuming Seun walking up to him, goes down 
on his knees and begins to plead with Seun. 

Seun raises a hand to hit him and pauses as tears well up in 
his eyes.

SEUN
I... I called you brother.

(beat)
You sat there and shared a joint 
with me... you listened and...

FLASH BACK.

INT. LIVING ROOM - EVENING22 22

SEGUN
Ehn... You wan smoke when my pikin 
dey for house?

Henry stands up too.

HENRY
Abeg, make I join you.

SEUN
I only brought one o!

HENRY
Ehn we go manage am like that.
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They walk off.

SEUN
Manage am ke? You de shorten my 
ration and you dey call am manage.

HENRY
Abeg nau... You know say Bunmi no 
like this kain thing.

They step out of the back door.

EXT. BACK HOUSE - EVENING23 23

Seun and Segun drag two plastic chairs from the corner and 
sit down.

Seun prepares the weed, brings out a lighter from his pocket 
and lights it.

After sucking the life out of the joint, he hands it over to 
Henry who does the same.

They relax back into their chairs slightly dazed.

HENRY
So guy... What’s up with you 
refusing Segun’s help?

SEUN
So he’ll now be running the whole 
thing?

HENRY
OK... that...

SEUN
I don’t know why he always has to 
feel as if he’s the boss.

He sits up.

SEUN (CONT’D)
(Mimicking Segun) Seun I know what 
I’m saying... it will be better if 
you do it like this.

Henry laughs.

SEUN (CONT’D)
I learnt my lesson the last time.
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(beat)
I’m not one of his boys.

HENRY

I get you.

He collects the joint from Henry and takes some more.

SEUN

How you dey manage am since?

(beat)

You’ve worked with him for like 3 
years and your still standing?

Henry laughs and sits up.

HENRY
When someone is your biggest 
client... you deal with it.

He collects the joint from Seun and smokes a bit more.

HENRY (CONT’D)
Congrats again on Rita

Seun nods and smiles.

SEUN
Thanks bro, I know it was the right 
thing to do.

(beat)
That girl has been there.

He puts his head down emotionally.

SEUN (CONT’D)
She has hustled for me...

HENRY
There were times when I had Zero in 
my account...

(beat)
(MORE)

52.



She’d go out... Hustle...
(beat)

...And somehow put me back on my 
feet.

Henry watches Seun seriously as he takes some more of the now 
tiny joint.

HENRY (CONT’D)
She must really be something.

SEUN
She is every...

They hear the sound of shattered glass and rush into the 
house.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT24 24

A pained Seun looks at Henry a for a moment longer.

SEUN
(Smiling in pain) My guy... 

Rita is by the side of the kitchen silently crying. Bunmi 
looks at her and then at Henry but says nothing.

Rita tries to approach Bunmi but puts her hand up and moves 
to sit with Mercy who is still in a daze.

Seun turns to leave the kitchen.

HENRY
Seun!

He rushes after Seun before he is able to step out of the 
kitchen.

HENRY (CONT’D)
She came to me.

(beat)
And... and she told me that things 
were really hard for you.

(beat)
Then she asked for money.

Seun makes no comment.

HENRY (CONT’D)
Bunmi and I were having problems...

He looks at Bunmi who stares at him bitterly.

HENRY (CONT'D)
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BUNMI
You better not bring me into 
anything your saying there.

She picks a knife from the sink area and is about to rush to 
him when Deolu holds her back. Henry is shocked.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
You better...

(Hysterical) You better 
not.

She takes a deep breath.

Deolu takes the knife from her and proceeds to speedily clear 
every sharp object into the cupboard.

Seun tries to step out of the kitchen again and Henry holds 
him back by his shirt.

SEUN
Henry... Let go of my shirt.

HENRY
Please let me explain.

SEUN
You can’t explain this one away.

HENRY
Later... She showed up at my 
office... wearing...

(beat)
I couldn’t resist and then she made 
sure I paid.

Seun pushes Henry’s hand off forcefully.

HENRY (CONT’D)
Put yourself in my shoes.

SEUN
Don’t even try to excuse this.

(beat)

She begged you for money... And the 
money only became available after 
she slept with you?

(beat)

(MORE)
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You knew I was in a bad place and 
that’s what it took for you to 
raise a finger?

Seun walks out of the kitchen and Rita rushes after him.

RITA
Baby... Baby wait.

Henry looks back and sees Mercy, Deolu and Bunmi watching 
him.

He moves close to Bunmi and opens his mouth to talk but...

BUNMI
I don’t want to hear it.

He tries again.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
Ehn ehn... I’ve heard it all 
before...I’m over it.

HENRY
What are you saying?

BUNMI
You’re the lawyer, read between the 
lines.

He observes their cold stares and leaves the kitchen.

Mercy’s eyes follow him. 

Bunmi puts an arm around Mercy and pulls her close. Deolu 
joins them. 

Mercy looks into the distance and drifts into...

FLASH BACK.

INT. SEGUN AND MERCY’S ROOM - DAY25 25

Mercy sits in front of her mirror emotionless.

After a while she puts her make up brush into the powder case 
and slowly lathers powder all over her face. 

Assessing her make up, she adds a little lipstick and smacks 
her lips together.

She stares emotionless again, raises her hand to her cheek, 
closes her eyes and swallows hard. 

SEUN (CONT'D)
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Mercy takes some foundation, rubs it around her cheek bone 
and dabs some more powder around it.

Behind her a figure turns on the bed. Mercy turns round and 
watches a restless Iremide on the bed.

She goes to the bed, checks her temperature and then squeezes 
out a face towel into a bowl by the bed.

MERCY
It’s ok, mummy is here.

Iremide shivers as Mercy dabs her with the cloth.

MERCY (CONT’D)
At least your temperature is coming 
down.

The bell rings and mercy goes to the room window to see who 
it is. 

MERCY (CONT’D)
Bunmi is here.

She looks at her wristwatch.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Already?

Mercy moves back to the bed and covers Iremide properly then 
goes back to the mirror and practices a smile.

The bell rings again and she heads out of the room.

DIP TO WHITE.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT26 26

Mercy is looking blankly into the distance when she hears in 
an echo:

DEOLU
Mercy...

(beat)
Mercy.

She looks up at him.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
You’re shaking.

He takes off his jacket and uses it to cover her.
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BUNMI
Do you want to eat anything?

Bunmi moves to the fridge and checks for something to give 
Mercy.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
You have some apples in here.

(beat)
Should I dice one for you.

Mercy shakes her head.

DEOLU
What about a glass of water.

MERCY
No.

Bunmi and Deolu look at each other and then watch her as she 
looks at Segun’s body.

DEOLU
Maybe we should leave the kitchen.

MERCY
I’m staying.

BUNMI
Sorry but I can’t.

She looks down at Segun’s body.

BUNMI (CONT’D)
I can’t stay here.

Bunmi leaves the kitchen.

DEOLU
I wonder why the police are taking 
so long?

He observes Segun’s body.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
It’s hard to believe that one of us 
actually did this.

MERCY
(Distant) I know...

DEOLU
Just when you think you know a 
person...
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As he continues talking, Mercy’s eyes rest on the broken 
pieces of glass from earlier that evening lying in the dust-
bin.

FLASH BACK.

INT. LIVING ROOM - EVENING27 27

Segun turns the Television off.

SEGUN
Happy now?

DEOLU
(Laughing) Guy you know I could 
care less... I do am because I no 
say you go vex.

Segun laughs, goes to Deolu and playfully punches him on his 
arm.

SEGUN
Idiot!

They both laugh.

Mercy exhales and begins to pick the plates of finished 
snacks and stack them neatly into the equally empty bowls. 

RITA
I’ll help!

MERCY
NO!...

They are all shocked at Mercy’s sharp tone.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Thank you. I can handle it.

She gathers the pile of stacked items and then balances 
everything in her hands. 

At that point an obviously tipsy Bunmi drinks some more beer 
and burps loudly. 

This startles Mercy and the glass bowl at the top comes 
crashing down with a “BANG”. Deolu sits up.

Mercy drops the others carefully on the table and begins to 
panic as she packs the shattered pieces of glass.
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MERCY (CONT’D)
Oh no, oh no!

She itches her hair frantically.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Why, why?

DEOLU
Mercy, calm down its just a bowl.

SEGUN
Baby calm down.

He walks towards her.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
(To the others) It was a wedding 
gift from my late mum.

RITA
Oh!

Segun crouches on the floor with her and from the back they 
see him stroke her hair and calm her.

The Camera moves to the front. 

As Segun strokes her, he picks a piece of glass and presses 
it into her palm.

SEGUN
(Whispering) My mothers gift?...

He presses it harder and she shuts her eyes in pain as her 
palm begins to bleed.

MERCY
(Voiceless) I’m sorry.

SEGUN

He presses it even harder and she uses her eyes to plead with 
him.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
(Whisper) Calling me out in public?

He gives her a cold stare and drops her hand gently, strokes 
her hair some more and then gets up.
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Composed she gets up and takes the pieces she has gathered 
into the kitchen. She misses a large piece. 

As she walks off Seun and Henry rush back in and Deolu takes 
the bowls she left into the kitchen. As she enters she hears:

SEUN
What happened?

RITA
Mercy broke the bowl Segun’s mum 
gave them for their wedding.  

HENRY
Oh no.

INT. KITCHEN - EVENING28 28

Mercy rinses her hand under the tap as blood gushes out. She 
checks the wound for glass and is able to remove two tiny 
pieces.

She hears someone enter the kitchen and turns round to see 
Deolu dropping the bowls on the Kitchen table.

DEOLU
You good?

He sees the blood, rushes to the sink and checks her hands.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
(Squeezing his face) I didn’t know 
you were hurt.

He examines the wound.

MERCY
I cut myself while I was trying to 
pick the glass.

Dropping her hand.

DEOLU
Sorry about that...

MERCY
It wasn’t your fault.

DEOLU
Shouldn’t you disinfect it?
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MERCY
Deolu... it’s not a big deal. I’m 
alright.

He takes her hand again to examine it.

SEGUN
Guy... she said she is alright.

Deolu looks back and sees Segun coming into the kitchen.

Mercy looks at Segun nervously, goes to the fridge and brings 
out a bottle of water.

She then goes towards the kitchen cupboard and brings out a 
pill from a container.

Segun and Mercy leave the kitchen leaving Deolu watching them 
from behind.

DIP TO WHITE.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT29 29

We return to Mercy’s blank face.

She sees Deolu search through the kitchen cupboards, then 
bring out a towel.

DEOLU
We should at least cover his face.

As he drapes the towel over Segun’s face he sees a pink and 
purple artificial nail identical to the ones on Mercy’s hands 
behind Segun’s neck.

He looks at Mercy’s fingers and sees that one nail is 
missing. Her eyes follow him and tears well up in them.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
Your’s?

MERCY
Yes Deolu... 

(beat)
I...

DEOLU
You broke it when you were trying 
to revive Segun...

MERCY
No it...
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DEOLU
It broke when you were pressing his 
chest.

They looks at each for a while and then we hear Sirens in the 
back ground. He smiles.

MERCY
Deolu... NO!

He puts his finger on her lips to quiet her.

MERCY (CONT’D)
(Crying) Why?

DEOLU
You know why.

EXT. SEGUN’S HOUSE - NIGHT30 30

Deolu is being led in handcuffs by a police officer to the 
car.

Another officer is addressing Doctor Chuks, Mercy, Rita, 
Seun, Henry and Bunmi.

SEUN
...But he already confessed to the 
crime.

OFFICER
Yes, we will still need all of you 
to come to the station to get your 
statements.

HENRY
That’s the normal process bro.

SEUN
In your life, never call me that 
again.

He takes Rita’s hand and heads into the car.

DOCTOR
The last person is inside. She’s on 
sleep medication so she won’t be 
able to make a statement.

OFFICER
Alright Doctor... We appreciate 
your help.
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Doctor Chuks nods and walks towards his car.

MERCY
Officer please my daughter is alone 
in the house.

OFFICER
No problem you can bring her along.

MERCY
No... Please allow me get my maid 
to stay with her in the main house.

OFFICER
Ok.

As she walks off, Henry and Bunmi walk towards their separate 
cars.

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT31 31

Mercy and a crying BOSE (18) enter into the living room. Bose 
who is carrying Iremide places her carefully on one of the 
long sofas and then covers her with her with a blanket.

Gift is asleep on the other Sofa.

MERCY
(To Bose) I should be back by 
morning.

Bose sniffs loudly and nods. Mercy places a hand on her 
shoulder.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Bose, you need to be strong... 
Please.

(beat)
If Iremide wakes up... Tell her 
Mummy and Daddy will soon be back.

Bose’s tears flow freely. 

BOSE
Ye... Yes ma.

Mercy moves to Iremide and strokes her cheeks gently.

MERCY
(Sadly) Mummy loves you.

She pecks her and then walks out of the house. 
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As soon as the door shuts, Iremide’s eyes open and stare at 
the Camera.

FLASH BACK.32 32

INT. SEGUN AND MERCY’S ROOM - DAY33 33

We hear voices over a black screen.

MERCY
Is it true?

SEGUN
Is what true?

The shot opens as Iremide’s eyes open. 

She turns her head and looks towards the bathroom where we 
see Segun and Rita through a partially opened door.

He is brushing his teeth fully dressed while she is in her 
towel. 

The sound of a running shower can be heard in the background.

MERCY
Did you really tell them that I 
wouldn’t be renewing my song-
writing contract?

He spits into the sink, rinses his mouth and uses a near by 
towel to dab it.

SEGUN
Why would you think that?

MERCY
Uhm... because I just spoke to his 
assistant and that’s what she told 
me.

He looks at her and drops his toothbrush.

SEGUN
Yes I did.

Pained, she looks away.

MERCY
Why... how could you?
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SEGUN
You really want to go down that 
road?

Mercy starts crying.

MERCY
HOW COULD YOU?

SEGUN
I didn’t like the way that man was 
looking at you.

MERCY
Segun, I am a beautiful woman... 
Men are going to look at me.

SEGUN
Not if I can help it.

He walks into the room without noticing that Iremide is 
awake.

MERCY
But what about...

SEGUN
You are not working with them and 
that is final!

MERCY
You promised that you would make me 
happy... 

(beat)

First you made me stop singing 
because of... because of the men 
that seemed interested... And now 
you’ve taken the only thing I have 
left?

Segun turns towards Iremide and her eyes close instantly. He 
does not notice. As her eyes close the screen turns back.

SEGUN
See... your daughter is sleeping... 
better stop all these hysterics.

MERCY
Oh... So now you care about her?
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Iremide’s eyes open. She watches as Segun sprays some 
perfume.

SEGUN
I don’t have time for this.

(beat)
I’m off to get the beer and water.

Mercy looks down.

MERCY
Deolu would never have done this.

He turns around in slow motion and charges giving a her a 
slap.

The force of the slap throws her to the ground but not before 
her cheek hits the side of the dressing table.

In pain, she pushes herself up and puts her hand on her 
bruised cheek. 

He looks at her and then walks out of the room without saying 
anything.

She looks up, sees Iremide watching and rushes to her side 
weeping.

MERCY (CONT’D)
Oh baby... my baby...

(beat)
I’m so sorry you saw that.

IREMIDE
(Weakly) Mummy don’t cry.

Mercy wipes her eyes as she sniffs.

MERCY
Ok.. Ok.

(beat)
See... I’ve stopped.

Mercy hugs Iremide.

MERCY (CONT’D)
I love you.

DIP TO WHITE.
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INT. STAIR CASE - EVENING34 34

Iremide is walking weakly down the stairs.

IREMIDE
Mummy.

She coughs.

IREMIDE (CONT’D)
Mummy... I’m hungry.

She heads to the kitchen but stops abruptly outside the door 
and looks in through the slightly opened space.

SEGUN
I give you cars, clothes, all the 
money you want...

MERCY
So?

SEGUN
So who I chose to sleep with is 
NONE of your business. 

He turns and selects a glass from the glass rack.

MERCY
None of my Business?

(beat)
Segun of all people RITA!

(beat)
Seun’s Fiance... MY FRIEND!

He returns the glass, and pins Mercy to the cupboard adjacent 
to the sink.

SEGUN
(Whispering) You better lower your 
voice...

He puts his hand around her neck and begins to strangle her.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
Do  you understand me?

She tries to nod but finds it difficult because of the 
positioning of his hand. He squeezes tighter.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
I enjoyed every... single... 
second.

67.



He licks his lips as Mercy fights back tears.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
Every single encounter.

He gives mercy a cold kiss on the lips.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
And I would do it again.

He squeezes harder at her neck. She gasps for air.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
And again.

Mercy struggles and is able to grab a knife close to the 
sink.

She stabs him once.

He feels it, and sees blood gushing out. Mercy is shaking.

SEGUN (CONT’D)
YOU STUPID...

In her rage, she stabs him three more times. He falls to the 
ground and bleeds out.

In a daze she turns on the tap and washes the blood stained 
knife and puts it with the other knives.

Before she can close the tap she hears Deolu calling Segun 
and rushes into the store.

INT. KITCHEN STORE - NIGHT35 35

DEOLU
JEEZ! SEGUN!

He rushes to his side on the floor, shakes him and then puts 
his ear to Segun’s chest to check for a heart beat. 

He gets blood on his hands and his clothes.

DEOLU (CONT’D)
DOCTOR! DOCTOR!

INT. STAIR CASE - NIGHT36 36

Iremide runs up the stairs.
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INT. SEGUN AND MERCY’S ROOM - NIGHT37 37

Iremide rushes to the bed and covers herself. 

Moments later, Mercy burst into to the room panting for 
breath.

Iremide sees her rush into the bathroom and turn the tap on.

She closes her eyes when Mercy steps back into the room.

MERCY
Mercy... breathe... breathe

(beat)
It’s going to be alright.

Iremide opens her eyes as Mercy heads back into the bathroom 
and brings out a bucket, a mop and some detergent then heads 
out of the room.

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT38 38

Iremide blinks.

EXT. SEGUN’S HOUSE - NIGHT39 39

The police cars drive off and as they do we see flashes of 
the fun and games, nail painting, pizza eating etc that 
happened earlier that evening.

FADE OUT.

QUOTE ON SCREEN

“What is causing the fights among you? Don’t they come from 
the evil desires at war within you? You want what you don’t 
have, so you scheme to kill and get it. You are jealous of 
what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage 
war to take it away from them....” - James 4: 1 & 2

FADE OUT.

*****THE END*****
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