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FADE IN:

INT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY1

There is a shower running in the background. 

The hotel room looks like it has been hit by a tornado. 

It is someone’s wedding day.

Looking up and seemingly talking to herself, AIYE (29) creams 
her body by the bed. 

TOKE (27) clad in her underwear frantically attempts making a 
call. They both have rollers in their hair. 

Seconds later, OMO (30), also with rollers in her hair bursts 
out of the bathroom still cleaning off water.

OMO
Did she pick?

Toke shakes her head.

Omo walks towards Aiye, takes out of Aiye’s cream and 
massages it into her skin.

OMO (CONT'D)
And I begged her yesterday o... 
even gave her the program. 

(beat)

By now she should have finished 
doing make up for both of you...

The room door bursts open and in comes the agitated MAKE-UP 
ARTIST.

MAKE-UP ARTIST
I am so sorry, a tanker fell at 
Ipaja side.

AIYE
Was there fire?

MAKE-UP ARTIST
No, thank God. LASTMA blocked the 
road. I had to walk and find Okada.

Aiye and Toke express relief. 
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Omo looks at her disapprovingly.

OMO
Abeg, lock the door o before one 
guy will enter and reduce my bride 
price.

They laugh and banter a bit.

As the make-up artist arranges her tools on the dressing 
table, the door knob moves.

TOKE
Who is it?

MUMMY (O.S.)
(Knocking)

Toke, Omo.

Aiye, Omo, and Toke exchange glances. 

MUMMY (CONT'D)
Please open the door.

Aiye is undecided. 

MUMMY (56) continues knocking but we don’t see her. Instead 
the focus is on Aiye.

CUT TO:

Title:

“18 MONTHS EARLIER” 

INT. AIYE’S APARTMENT - DAY2

In time with the knocking from the previous scenes, a hand 
hits the table surface three times. 

There is a partially worn culinary book next to a large heat 
retention picnic bag on the table. 

A Chef Fregz cooking video is playing on Aiye’s phone.

This is her studio apartment. It has the bed area, table 
area, a door leading to the kitchen, and another door leading 
to the bathroom. 

Aiye is on her feet attempting to memorize. 

AIYE
Salad fork, fish fork, oyster...
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Looking at the bathroom door impatiently--

AIYE (CONT'D)
Joseph!

CUT TO:

INT. APARTMENT OUTER CORRIDOR - DAY3

The door opens revealing an annoyed looking, overtly unkempt 
NEIGHBOR. 

NEIGHBOR
NO, NO!
I said no yesterday. You are now 
making me look like a wicked 
person. I have my own children and 
this boy is very stubborn.

For the first time, Aiye’s 4 year old son JOSEPH is revealed. 
She holds him with one hand and the picnic bag with the 
other. 

JOSEPH
(Folding arms defiantly)
I am not stubborn.

Aiye smiles apologetically.

AIYE
I’ve warned him. He will behave 
better today... 

You know the holiday just started. 
Please, ma. 

The woman isn’t moved.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Please! 

(beat)

I need to drop this 

(Lifting the picnic bag) 
for a customer and...

NEIGHBOR
(Cutting in, in pidgin) 

Today customer, tomorrow customer. 

Use the customer money to pay for a 
baby sitter.
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Aiye smiles impatiently.

AIYE
SEE MADAM, IF I COULD AFFORD A BABY 
SITTER WOULD I BE BEGGING SOMEONE 
WHO HAS NOT BRUSHED SINCE LAST YEAR 
TO HELP ME WITH MY SON?

Aiye has the same impatient smile on her face. The just 
concluded monologue only happened in her head. 

AIYE (CONT'D)

(Takes a deep breath) 
I am rushing for an exam. 

It took me 5 months to save for the 
application form... please. 

The woman sighs and Aiye nudges Joseph into the house. 

The neighbor enters and closes the door. 

NEIGHBOR
(Under her breath in pidgin) 
Doesn’t she have a mother to drop 
the child with?

Aiye ignores her and rushes off. She looks up giving thanks. 
As she is about to head down the stairs when a glass shatters 
from inside the neighbor’s house. 

 NEIGHBOR (O.S.) (CONT'D)
JOSEPH!

EXT. STREET - DAY4

Frustrated, Aiye walks down the street struggling with a 
crying Joseph. 

AIYE
Next time you won’t break someone’s 
glass. 

The wailing intensifies.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Oya, sorry... sorry.

They reach the stop and he calms down amidst loud sniffs. Two 
others are also waiting at the stop. One of them, a woman, 
keeps checking her watch.
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A Keke approaches. Only three seats are vacant. 

Aiye and the other two struggle for the seats left. Even with 
Joseph, she wins. Aiye carries Joseph on her lap and pays the 
driver for the second seat to secure the contents of the 
picnic bag.  

One person gets the front seat and the woman who was checking 
her watch earlier is left standing. She is far from pleased.

AIYE (CONT'D)
(To the woman) 

Sorry, I have an exam.

JOSEPH
(With catarrh in his nose) 

My Mummy is going to be a Chef.

Smiling shyly at the other passengers, she cleans his nose, 
and the Keke starts to move. 

A notification goes off on her phone. She brings it out of 
her bag. 

On her lock screen there is a picture quote with the words:

“Let your faith be bigger than your fear”.

She goes past the lock screen and opens a message from. “Baby 
Sissy”:

“Have you told Daddy happy birthday”?

Aiye: Not yet...

Baby Sissy: OK, I’ll soon be at the house, you’re coming, 
right?”...

Aiye types out a reply:

“No best of luck in your exam...?”.

Baby Sissy: Sis no vex, I’ve been vomiting since I woke up 
... all the best.

Aiye: *Laugh emoji* pele, take it easy... 

Baby Sissy: So you’ll come?

Aiye starts typing “You know I won’t c...”, but she erases 
it.

Baby Sissy: Daddy misses you...
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She pauses briefly.

Aiye: I have to go. Ttyl.

PASSENGER
(To the driver) Owa.

Aiye looks outside the Keke deep in thought.

Joseph pulls on Aiye’s hair.

AIYE
Joseph...

They have reached their stop. She rushes out with Joseph. 

EXT. CLIENT’S HOUSE - DAY5

Joseph is running around in circles near the door. Aiye 
knocks.

She tries dialing “Daddy” once, but it rings off.

She knocks again.

A call comes in from “Omo” and we hear Aiye’s ring tone “Na 
because I believe, because I believe...” from the song 
“Believe” by Kenny Kore.

OMO (PHONE)
Chefest! 

The screen splits. Omo is at a work desk with a call headset.

OMO (CONT'D)
Success in your exam, babe...

AIYE
Thanks Hun.

Joseph makes noise as he runs around.

OMO
Ah ah, Joseph is with you?

AIYE
(Sigh)

I dropped him with my neighbor but--
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OMO
Iya Odor!

AIYE
(Shaking her head and 
smiling)

Omo this your --

Omo sees something and says:

OMO
Babe, my boss... 

(Switching to customer 
service tone) )

We’re sorry about the 
inconvenience, ma... your order 
will arrive shortly.

She gives a fake smile to someone (her boss) off screen. 

Aiye’s customer opens the door ending the split screen.

CLIENT
 

Oh wow, you do home deliveries 
yourself? 

Aiye smiles.

CLIENT (CONT'D)
(To someone inside) 

Obinna come and carry your Amala 
and Gbegiri. 

(To aiye ) 
By yourself?

AIYE
(Dancing slightly)

BROKE, BROKE, BROKE, BROKE, BROKE, 
BROKE (in the tune of Rihanna’s 
“Work”).

Back to Aiye smiling politely, the previous statement was in 
her head. 
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AIYE (CONT'D)

I love giving my clients a personal 
touch.

The woman waves at Joseph who is still running round 
entertaining himself.

CLIENT
I can see that... Obinna! 

(To Aiye)
 Transfer is OK right? 

Aiye nods.

CLIENT (CONT'D)

(Checking her phone) )

You sent me your account number 
yesterday...

OBINNA (32) appears at the door adjusting a T-shirt with a 
camera graphic at the center and the words “I Can Freeze 
Time. What is your superpower?” Written on it.    

OBINNA
I thought it was Ify...

He is smitten by Aiye.

CLIENT
Ify said she’s 10 minutes away.

OBINNA
(Back to himself)

Sorry you said?

CLIENT
IFEOMA will be here in 10 minutes.

OBINNA
Oh.

He quickly steals another glance at Aiye before eagerly 
taking the food items out of the picnic bag. The CLIENT 
presses her phone.

Aiye smiles. A N7000 alert comes in on her phone. We see her 
N11,000 account balance.

AIYE
Received. Thank you.
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CUT TO:

INT. EXAM CENTER RECEPTION - DAY6

Aiye rushes in with Joseph. 

The ADMIN LADY is engaged in a conversation with an ARROGANT 
CHARACTER. He is visibly upset.

ADMIN LADY
Please, don’t shout at me. 

(beat)

Payment for the exam closed 
yesterday, but you can still 
register for the audition. 

She points to a poster. 

The poster is about a TV show called “Amateur Cooks”. The 
Culinary school is one of the sponsors.

ADMIN LADY (CONT'D)
The school has one admission slot 
reserved for the person that wins.

The guy walks off grumbling and Aiye moves forward with 
Joseph.

ADMIN LADY (CONT'D)

(Under her breath) 

If you like don’t register before 
this evening, you will come back 
next year. 

Smiling at her warmly, Aiye shows her proof of payment and 
other relevant documents.

Joseph pulls at the lady’s hair. 

AIYE
(To the lady)

Sorry.
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ADMIN LADY
(Adoringly)

Just like my son when he was his 
age... but you can’t take him 
inside.

Aiye nods and sighs into her palms.

ADMIN LADY (CONT'D)

You know what.

(beat)

I’ll help you watch him. 

(To Joseph) )

Fine boy what’s your name?

Joseph replies.

AIYE

(Curtseying) 

Thank you, thank you.

She rushes off.

INT. EXAM ROOM - DAY7

We see bags and the like filling different spaces in a shelf 
at the front of the room. 

Aiye is among 16 people seated waiting on the INVIGILATOR.

INVIGILATOR
For the last time, all belongings 
in front, and all phones on silent 
please.

(beat)

OK, you can start.

She writes her name on the heading of the “The Culinary 
School Entrance Exam” answer sheet. 
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She reads through the questions, heaves a huge sigh of relief 
smiles and closes her eyes. 

She starts to write, but then a phone rings from the 
distance.

INVIGILATOR (CONT'D)
Whose phone?

It’s her phone. 

Unaware, she joins everyone else in looking around and 
continues writing. 

It rings again “Na because I believe, because I believe”. 

Realizing it is hers, Aiye rushes to the front.

AIYE

(To the invigilator) 

Sorry, I thought I put it off.

Before she can put her phone on silent, a text comes in from 
Toke saying:

“Emergency Teaching Hospital”.

Aiye remembers being unable to reach her dad.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Daddy...

She packs her things and breezes out of the exam room. 

A slight breeze blows her partially filled exam sheet to the 
floor.

INT. HOSPITAL RECEPTION - DAY8

A flustered Aiye asks for directions at the counter. The 
nurse directs her to the left. She rushes off with Joseph.

INT. HOSPITAL CORRIDOR - DAY9

Toke is seated outside a hospital ward crying. Her husband 
DEJI comforts her. 

Aiye rushes to her side. Deji nods in greeting.
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AIYE
Toke! What happened... is Daddy OK?

DADDY (60) steps out of the ward with the doctor. Joseph runs 
to him and jumps on him. He carries Joseph.

DOCTOR
... and stress levels must be 
seriously reduced.

Aiye rushes to her father and hugs him...

AIYE
Daddy, what happened?

He is confused.

DADDY
(Pointing into the ward) 

Your mother collapsed.

As Aiye turns to look, a woman is revealed sleeping on the 
bed.

Toke, Deji and Joseph join them. Toke’s stomach has a bulge. 

TOKE
We were in the kitchen Sikira was 
trying to, trying to put...
(She exhales)
Mummy just collapsed.

Aiye looks into the ward.

DADDY
They gave her something to help her 
sleep.

Aiye walks in. 

Her dad follows carrying Joseph.

INT. WARD - DAY10

Aiye stares at her mum. Joseph is talking but Aiye hears this 
as if from a distance.

JOSEPH

Grandpa, who is this?
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DADDY
It could have been worse (he thanks 
God in Yoruba)...Thank God there 
was no damage.

(Talking his sleeping 
wife)

Bisi, hmmm.

Aiye laughs in pain at the irony.

AIYE
No damage...

She takes Joseph from her dad. 

DADDY
Aiye, where are you going?

AIYE
Well, since I can’t go back to my 
exam...

She continues walking, he follows.

INT. HOSPITAL CORRIDOR - DAY11

DADDY
(In Yoruba) )

Exam ke? At least wait for your 
mother to wake up...

AIYE
(In Yoruba )

SO THAT SHE CAN TELL ME TO GET OUT. 
NO WAY!

That was in her head. Still with the pained look, tears fill 
her eyes and she looks at Joseph.

AIYE
Daddy.

(beat)

Happy Birthday.
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She gives him a peck on the cheek and walks off with Joseph. 

Daddy, Toke and Deji watch her leave.

INT. AIYE’S APARTMENT - NIGHT12

Aiye enters into her studio apartment carrying a sleeping 
Joseph on her hip.

CUT TO:
MONTAGE:

1A. Joseph is dressed in his PJ’s. She kisses him on the 
forehead, says “I love you” and tucks him into the only bed 
in their one room apartment.

1B. In the Kitchen. On the wall is a cheap poster of Aiye’s 
ideal kitchen. A pot of water is boiling on the cooker. She 
takes it off and mixes a bowl of pap. This is her happy 
place.

1C. In slow motion she pours in some milk, honey and grates 
in a little nutmeg.

1D. At the table, she takes a spoon out of her pap and closes 
her eyes in satisfaction.

Aiye checks her Instagram account and accepts a follow from 
Obi Stills. 

She has about 200 followers. Her page is filled with amateur 
pictures of meals prepared by her, pictures of her and Omo, 
her and Joseph and a few of Toke and her Dad.

She flips through a few pages of her culinary book and then 
suddenly throws it across the room in anger. Crying, she goes 
to pick it, brings it back to the table, and flipping 
through. 

1E. She turns off the light and cuddles next to Joseph.

INT. HALL - DAY13

Aiye is standing on a podium and set to give an important 
speech. She opens her mouth to speak but nothing comes out. 

She tries again. Nothing.

The crowd laughs at her. 
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A voice says “if you can’t talk come down”. 

A camera flashes. The light is too bright for her to make out 
the face of the person taking the picture. 

Looking to the side, she sees her mother’s snarling face.

MUMMY
Get out of here, now!

Daddy is there, but he is not paying attention.

Toke is next to him.

TOKE
Sis, we can’t hear you.

She sees Omo.

OMO
Aiye talk nau, pepper dem.

Aiye tries again and nothing comes out, but then she feels 
Joseph tugging at her dress. 

JOSEPH
Mummy, mummy!

INT. AIYE’S APARTMENT (BED AREA) - DAY14

Joseph is tugging at Aiye’s nighty.

JOSEPH
Mummy mummy.

Aiye opens her eyes to see Joseph there with her Dad.

AIYE
Daddy?

INT. AIYE’S APARTMENT (TABLE AREA) - DAY15

Joseph is on the bed playing a game on Aiye’s phone. 

Seated at the table, Aiye and Daddy are in the middle of a 
melancholy conversation. 

Daddy takes a sip out of his lemon tea (a slice of lemon is 
visible in the cup).
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DADDY
We got to the house and Sikira had 
gone.

AIYE
I thought she was better than the 
one that left?

DADDY
You know your mother is strict... 
she was shouting at the girl when 
she collapsed in the kitchen.

AIYE
Why?

Her father takes a sip of his lemon tea. No reply.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Daddy, I’m sorry about this, but I 
can’t come. 

DADDY
We have nobody. 

(beat)

Toke can’t help in her current 
state, she can’t leave her 
husband...

AIYE
I can’t leave my business.

DADDY
It will only be for a few weeks, 
we’ll pay you from mummy’s 
restaurant.

AIYE
I won’t leave my son.

DADDY
Bring him.

AIYE
(Sarcasm) Oh... now I can bring 
him?

Shaking her head, Aiye looks away. 
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DADDY
I have to travel back soon. Thesis 
defense, exams, senate... 
convocation.

AIYE
(Pointing at the mug) 

Are you done, Daddy?

She rises.

DADDY
Aiyetide ...

AIYE
Daddy, I won’t change my mind.

She takes his mug.

DADDY

... Every day I regret not being 
around when she sent you away, I 
wanted you to come back... 

I should have fought harder... Aiye 
please.

(beat)

I can’t loose her.

He starts weeping. She has lost this battle. 

CUT TO:

INT. PARENT’S LIVING ROOM - DAY16

Aiye drops her bags on the floor. Her Dad is behind her 
throwing Joseph up playfully. 

Aiye looks around nostalgically. 

JOSEPH
Grandpa... is this your house?
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DADDY
Yes Jo-boy. 

(Looking at Aiye)
This, is the house your mummy grew 
up in.

(beat)

Do you want to see her room?

Joseph nods. 

Joseph and Daddy leave as Aiye looks around.

There is a picture of both of her parents at an event on the 
wall. 

Next to that is a picture of Toke and Deji’s wedding. 

She moves over to the TV area where we see a picture of Daddy 
at his PhD graduation. Behind that picture almost as if 
hidden, is a picture of her parents, Toke, and Aiye from 
about 10 years back. She dusts it off.

Aiye looks at the chairs and in a haze, faintly sees her 
younger self. 

A younger Daddy is marking some scripts on one chair, as 
YOUNG AIYE brings a tray of food with a glass of water to her 
mother who is sitting next to YOUNG TOKE. 

YOUNG AIYE
Toke please help me with the stool.

Toke accidentally hits mummy’s leg as she drops the stool. 
Mummy reacts in pain.

YOUNG TOKE
Sorry mummy...

MUMMY
Toke! 
(In Yoruba) Be careful nau!

As Aiye drops the tray on the stool, mummy moves her hurt leg 
causing some of the water to spill. 

She slaps Aiye. Aiye holds her face in shock. 

Startled, Daddy takes off his glasses.

MUMMY (CONT'D)
(In Yoruba) 

What is wrong with you? Bad child.
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AIYE
Mummy, it was your leg that moved.

Her mum moves even closer. 

MUMMY
YOU ARE TALKING BACK AT ME?

DADDY
Bisi, that is enough...

MUMMY
So I cannot correct my own daughter 
again? 

(beat)

(Sarcasm)
Sorry o. Epele sir.

DADDY
Toke, bring the mop and clean that 
water.

YOUNG TOKE
Yes Daddy.

Aiye keeps looking at her mother.

MUMMY
Don’t go and do something with your 
life...

be looking at me.

Aiye doesn’t need to reply, her face says it all.

INT. PARENT’S KITCHEN - DAY17

Aiye drops a few of her personal kitchen favorites on the 
cabinet. Nutmeg, ginger, celery, an Apron etc.

She looks around the kitchen and then through the Kitchen 
window.

From the Kitchen window, the partial link between the house 
kitchen and the Mother’s shop is visible. 

The only thing separating both is an open terrace where see 
some big cooking pots on outdoor burners.
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She opens the back door and walks to the restaurant.

INT. MUMMY’S RESTAURANT - DAY18

It is a mess. Plates with left over food. Cups with 
unfinished drinks. Dirt on the floor. 

Aesthetically, the restaurant is very much like a bear joint 
with its plastic chairs, tables, and one chiller. 

Aiye sees some childhood memories in a haze.

CHILDHOOD MEMORY:

Young Aiye and Young Toke dressed in their school uniforms 
and cardigans (Aiye in senior wear, Toke in Junior). Mummy 
puts food from a warmer into their lunch boxes. 

She brushes something away from Toke’s hair endearingly but 
scrutinizingly wipes off lip gloss from Aiye’s mouth.

MUMMY
It’s for those boys in your class 
abi?

YOUNG AIYE
Mummy, it’s harmattan.

MUMMY
And you can’t use Vaseline? 
Common...

She waves them both off and they rush out of the restaurant. 

JOSEPH (O.S.)
Mummy, mummy.

She snaps out of the memory and leaves the restaurant.

INT. PARENT’S KITCHEN - DAY19

Aiye closes the kitchen door behind her and Joseph rushes to 
meet her.

JOSEPH
Mummy, I’m hungry...

She bends down to his level and plants an endearing kiss on 
his forehead.

AIYE
You want bread?
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He shakes his head.

JOSEPH
I want pap.

Mummy walks into the kitchen weakly.

Her and Aiye exchange cold looks. Aiye straightens up.

AIYE
(Curtseying) 

Good morning, ma.

Joseph touches his toe in greeting. He tugs at Aiye’s dress.

JOSEPH
( Loud whisper) 

Mummy, this is the woman that was 
sleeping in the hospital. 

(To Mummy) )
Why were you sleeping in the 
hospital? Did you wet the bed? I’ve 
not wet my bed since...
(Counting with his fingers) 
5 days. You can use my bed.

The tension between Aiye and Mummy is palpable.

MUMMY
Why are you here?

Daddy enters the kitchen.

DADDY
She is here because I brought her.

She looks at him like she has been betrayed.

DADDY (CONT'D)
No Sikira, Toke is pregnant...

(beat)

 I’m travelling back on Tuesday...

MUMMY
I can take care of myself.
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AIYE

(Annoyed) 

Joseph come, let’s go.

MUMMY
Good.

DADDY
Aiye stay where you are... Bisi, 
she is staying.

MUMMY
So I no longer have a say 
about matters of my daughter. 
How can you try to force this 
on me with the state of my 
health.

AIYE
Daddy, what she is saying is 
true, if she doesn’t want me 
around I might as well--

DADDY

(Raising his voice) 

Aiyetide is staying!

Pin-drop silence.

DADDY (CONT'D)
(In Yoruba)

For four years, my daughter has not 
entered this house... What if you 
died? What would you have told God? 

Ehn?
(beat)

(In English)
She is staying.

He goes over to Joseph and carries him towards Mummy.

DADDY (CONT'D)
Jo-boy... this is your grandmother.

Joseph looks at her and reaches out. She doesn’t reciprocate 
the gesture. He then uses his tiny hands to cup her face.

JOSEPH
Hello Grandma.
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Mummy’s hard exterior is on the verge of melting but--

MUMMY

(Hissing at Aiye) 

Do what you like...

She goes to the fridge in the kitchen and with great effort 
brings out a nylon of raw pap.

Aiye  looks from her mother to her father and reluctantly 
attempts taking the Pap from Mummy. Mummy resists.

DADDY
Bisi, go and lie down. Aiye will 
bring the Pap for you.

Mummy stubbornly persists. Gently, he takes her hand. 

She struggles a little before allowing him to lead her out.

AIYE
Daddy, Should I make for you too?

He pauses and looks back at her.

DADDY
Of course, you don’t know how much 
I’ve missed you-your pap.

Once they are all out of the kitchen, Aiye sighs deeply.

She fetches water into the kettle.

INT. OUTSIDE MUMMY’S ROOM - DAY20

Joseph is standing by the wall on the corridor looking 
downcast. Daddy’s voice is raised.

Aiye approaches with the pap. Seeing Joseph by the wall, she 
places hear ear closer to the door to get a sense of the 
situation.

DADDY (O.S.)
He will enter any room he wants to 
enter and... HE WILL CALL YOU 
GRANDMA BECAUSE YOU ARE HIS 
GRANDMOTHER.

She tries to retort but he continues. Joseph is hurt.
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DADDY (CONT'D)
You will also treat Aiye well...
You kicked her out and she still 
found it in her heart to come here 
to take care of you.

Mummy tries to argue again but he doesn’t allow it.

DADDY (CONT'D)

(In Yoruba)

Bisi, do you think you will recover 
like this? Please.

(beat)
Please... I don’t want to loose 
you.

Aiye hears his footsteps approach. He opens the door to find 
Aiye standing there with the tray. Awkward glances are 
exchanged between, Aiye, Daddy, Mummy and Joseph.

INT. AIYE’S CHILDHOOD ROOM - EVENING21

The sound of laughter. The small room has a typical 90’s 
childhood bedroom feel to it. Old notebooks are in an old 
shelf by a wall. 

Aiye’s unpacked bags are in the corner with 2 of Joseph’s 
little shoes.

There is a dressing table with a cracked mirror. Aiye’s 
culinary book, some jewelry, combs and the like are on the 
table.

Omo and Aiye are stretched out across the bed like little 
girls. Aiye is writing something on her phone, Omo peeps. 

AIYE
Posted... I’m sure no one will 
come.

OMO
You’ll be surprised. Anyway, long 
and short, he didn’t propose... I’m 
29 and he didn’t propose.

She puts her phone on to check the notification. The lock-
screen has a picture of her and EKOM.

AIYE
Omo, Ekom is a stand-up guy. Just 
chill.
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She drops the phone agitated.

OMO
Chill for what? Do I look like a 
freezer? Or should I kukuma freeze 
my eggs so he can take his time 
very well.

Aiye laughs.

OMO (CONT'D)
Aiye, it’s not funny.

AIYE
You’ve only been together for 6 
months, Omo.

OMO
Ehen? And by week one he already 
knew I was the full...
“hot-sizzling-take-home-to-mama-
wife-material” PACKAGE!... 

All this one is just Apapa 
gridlock... senseless delay.

AIYE
Maybe he’ll propose when you’re not 
thinking about it.

OMO
Please what else am I thinking of 
o... I already have a job that pays 
me well to do what I love.

Aiye gestures “too much talk-talk”.

AIYE
Your hobby...

OMO
Babe, I am a very simple person. Or 
am I asking for too much? What else 
do I need in this life?

Good God, tick. Good job, tick. 
Good husband... tick... tok-tick-
tok...

They both laugh. Omo goes to the old shelf, brings out on of 
the old notes and flips through. The book cover is torn and 
on the first page we see a bold 20/20.
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OMO (CONT'D)
(To the book)

F & N note.
(beat)

How are you, like for real?

Aiye smiles.

OMO (CONT'D)
Don’t give me that fake “I’m fine” 
again.

Brief silence. Omo goes back to the bed.

AIYE
I had that dream again this 
morning.

OMO
The voice one?

Aiye nods. Omo hugs Aiye tightly.

OMO (CONT'D)
I know how much you wanted this 
thing! And after everything, the 
enemy of progress that made you 
leave the exam is behaving like 
this... Aiye, you’re too good... 
Because if it was me ehn I would 
have --

AIYE
Maybe... maybe the chef thing isn’t 
for me.

Omo ends the hug abruptly and looks into Aiye’s face.

OMO
Do you even believe what you are 
saying?

Aiye nods.

OMO (CONT'D)
(Pointing to Aiye’s book 
on the dresser) 

So why did you bring your book with 
you from the apartment?

Silence. 
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Joseph runs into the room holding a colorful kids story book. 
Omo scoops him up and kisses him all over his face.

JOSEPH
(Saying her name like 
“Omo” detergent )

Aunty Omo. 

OMO
(To Aiye )

By force Joseph has turned me to 
detergent o.

Aiye laughs. Joseph pulls Omo’s hair to get her attention.

JOSEPH
Aunty Omo.

OMO
Yes baby.

JOSEPH
Grandpa got me a new book.

OMO
You want me to read it to you?

JOSEPH
(Shaking his head) 

Grandpa read it for me.

OMO
Ok, What’s it about?

As Joseph starts telling Omo the story, Aiye’s eyes drift to 
her culinary book on the dressing table. 

Their voices become distant.

FADE TO BLACK.

INT. HALL - DAY22

Aiye is standing on a podium well dressed and set to give an 
important speech. She opens her mouth to speak but nothing 
comes out. 

She tries again. Nothing.

People in the crowd are laughing at her. A voice says “
if you can’t talk come down”. 
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A camera flashes but the light is still too bright for her to 
see the person taking the picture.

INT. AIYE’S CHILDHOOD ROOM - DARK23

Aiye’s eyes open. Joseph’s hand hits her face. She gently 
removes it and goes back to sleep.

INT. MUMMY’S RESTAURANT - DAY24

From the back, a group of guys are seen leaving through the 
entrance of the restaurant.

Aiye clears their table.

TOKE
Sis.

Toke walks in from the kitchen area. Aiye checks the time on 
her watch.

TOKE (CONT'D)
Sorry traffic.

AIYE
Pele... are you sure you can handle 
helping out?

Toke swallows spit.

TOKE
I can’t leave you to do all the 
work.

AIYE
You’re staying till next tomorrow ?

She picks a bowl of water from one of the tables.

TOKE
(Looking into the bowl) No... Deji 
said tomorr--

 She holds back vomit.

AIYE
Toke... give me. 

(beat)

Go and stay with Mummy and 
Joseph...
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(Under her breath) 

Keeping Mummy company is work.

Toke gives the bowl to Aiye and rushes out. Aiye continues 
clearing and sings Kenny Kore’s:

AIYE (CONT'D)
Na because I believe, because I 
believe. Na becau--

OBINNA
I love that song.

Aiye turns around sharply in shock.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Hello.

Obinna is all smiles, he has a bag over his shoulder. 

She struggles to remember him.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
You delivered Amala and Gbegiri to 
my sisters house the other day.

AIYE
Oh...

Still confused about what he is doing in the restaurant.

OBINNA
I saw your I.G post?

AIYE
Which post?

He brings out his phone, swipes through.

OBINNA
(Smiles) 

Not taking orders at the moment, 
but if you can’t live without my 
food, come to this address...

He turns his screen to her. Aiye covers her face smiling.

AIYE
Oh, that post. I didn’t think  
anyone would actually come.
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OBINNA
You didn’t... why?

Aiye imagines herself saying...

AIYE
BECAUSE NOBODY CARES, NOBODY TAKES 
ME SERIOUSLY.

Back to her reality she says:

AIYE (CONT'D)
Nothing... what would you like?

OBINNA
(Ignoring her question)

You think people don’t care about 
what you have to offer? 

Aiye is flabbergasted.

AIYE
(Covers her mouth) 

Did I say that out loud?

OBINNA
No, but I could hear it.

They have a moment. She snaps out of it.

AIYE
Would you like anything?

OBINNA
That Amala and Gbegiri ehn... 
Chaiii. 

AIYE

(beaming)

Thank you. So you would like that?

He nods. 

AIYE (CONT'D)

Please have a seat. I’ll be back 
with your order in a moment.

OBINNA
(Opening his bag) 

Thanks... Aiye, did I pronounce it 
well?
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AIYE
You tried.

OBINNA
It means life?

AIYE
Yes... Aiyetide, Life has come.

OBINNA

Sweet... I’m Obinna.

He brings his Camera out.

AIYE
(Remembering)

Obi stills...

OBINNA
You saw my follow on IG.

She nods smiling.

OBINNA (CONT'D)

Do you mind if I take pictures.

She looks around the room and then back at him questioningly.

AIYE
Here?

OBINNA
Yup.

AIYE

Uhm, ok...

As she walks away he takes a picture of her without her 
noticing. 

He stares at the picture, she is beautiful.

INT. PARENT’S KITCHEN - DAY25

Aiye enters into the kitchen and puts a hand on her racing 
heart. What just happened? 
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The place is in a bit of a mess. All the plates from the days 
business so far are stacked in a pile. 

She uses a spoon to put some of the already prepped Gbegiri 
into a pot and then pauses to think again. 

She checks another cooler. There is only one half wrap of 
Amala left.

She rushes to bring out the Amala ingredients.

Aiye does not make Amala like anyone else. 

She takes some already peeled ginger, blends it with some 
water, sieves out the ginger particles and puts that water 
into a pot to boil.

She pours the Amala flour into the boiling ginger flavoured 
water.

The Amala is ready, the Gbegiri is dished out. Everything on 
a tray.

She smiles and carries the tray.

INT. MUMMY’S RESTAURANT - MOMENTS LATER26

As Aiye walks in, Obinna is on an emotional call.

OBINNA
Don’t put this on me. You knew this 
could happen and you still went to 
his place.  

(beat)
Stop calling me. Please.

He ends the call.

Aiye is at the table now. She drops the tray of food and the 
bowl for washing hands while Obinna fiddles with a camera 
lens. 

Another call comes in, he frowns before realizing it is 
someone else.

Aiye continues clearing left overs from other tables.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I’ll soon be there. Make I chop 
first, abeg. 

(beat)

(MORE)
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OBINNA (CONT'D)

33.

Have I been late before? Guy, my 
assistant dey your side... so, OK.

He takes a deep breath, shakes his head as if to clear it. He 
drops the phone and lens and washes his hands. As he washes, 
Aiye steals a glance at him assessing his features. 

He looks back at her but she turns away quickly and continues 
clearing. 

She is about to leave when--

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Chiiii.

Aiye goes to him.

AIYE
Is everything ok?

OBINNA
A minute ago, I would have said no, 
but this...wow! You have to tell me 
your secret.

He takes some more Amala.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I’m an Igbo boy who knows his 
Amala... this one is different. 
What did you put in this thing?

AIYE
I’ll tell you after I patent it.

He laughs.

AIYE (CONT'D)

Because If I tell you I’ll-- 

OBINNA
(Cutting in) 

You’ll have to kill me?

She laughs.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Your food has already killed me 
...You can’t kill a dead man.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
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AIYE
And a dead man cannot ask for 
secrets.

He smiles in response to her wit.

She is turns again to leave, but he takes her hand. She looks 
at his hand on hers. He lets go.

OBINNA
What’s the plan?

She knows what he is insinuating.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I’m not saying this or even social 
media cooking is not...

Aiye sighs and walks off. Shocked, he rushes after her.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Did I say something wrong?

She doesn’t stop.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Aiye!

AIYE
What? What is it? 

(beat)

You want to tell me that I’m better 
than this. That I should think 
about going pro, culinary school 
becoming a chef? 

OBINNA
I’m sorry if it came out wrong. I’m 
just curious.

AIYE
Curious? From where to where?

He’s taken aback.

AIYE (CONT'D)
We’ve known each other for what, 5 
seconds and you think you can tell 
me what I should do with my life.
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Obinna raises his hands defensively.

With reckless abandonment, Aiye drops the things she is 
carrying on the table.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Who told you I haven’t tried... 

He starts smiling; she has given him the answer he is looking 
for. 

AIYE (CONT'D)
...studied, watched videos, 
experimented ... 

(Looking round at the 
restaurant) 

Where has that gotten me?

Aiye is annoyed.

AIYE (CONT'D)
You think this is funny?

OBINNA
No... not at all. I’m just happy, 
we’re on the same page...

She looks down.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I know how it feels to want more.

She is pacified.

OBINNA (CONT'D)

 Give me a minute.

He picks his phone and makes a call.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Yes, I’m on my way. Quick question. 
Person fit register for audition 
today?

(beat)

Even if na my person that person 
be?

Aiye is confused. He listens a little longer and then smiles 
and cuts the call.
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OBINNA (CONT'D)
Let’s go.

AIYE
Go where?

OBINNA
Your audition.

AIYE
(Flustered) 

What? Ehn?

OBINNA
Ever heard of “Amateur Cooks”... It 
has been all over social media... 

FLASHBACK

INT. EXAM CENTER RECEPTION - DAY27

ADMIN LADY
...Payment for the exam closed 
yesterday, but you can still 
register for the audition. 

She points to a poster. The poster is about a TV show called 
“Amateur Cooks”. The Culinary school is one of the sponsors.

ADMIN LADY (CONT'D)
The school has one admission slot 
reserved for the person that wins.

BACK TO:

INT. MUMMY’S RESTAURANT - DAY28

OBINNA
Auditions start in 2 hours. I am 
the accredited photographer for the 
event.

AIYE
What? 

Dazed.

AIYE (CONT'D)
You are serious?
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OBINNA
Dead men can’t joke. 

She laughs, still dazed.

AIYE
But registration ended since.

OBINNA
I have my connects...

AIYE
I’m not ready.

OBINNA
You that came out of you’re mothers 
womb wearing Chef cap.

INT. MUMMY’S ROOM - DAY29

Mummy and Toke are in the middle of a hearty conversation as 
Joseph entertains himself with some toys. 

TOKE
When I said that one Deji’s mum now 
said... tell your mother, it is me 
that will do Omugwo first o.

MUMMY

(In Yoruba) 

So Yoruba people do Omugwo now?

They both laugh.

TOKE
Mummy, I don’t know for my husband 
and his people o.

Aiye pops her head into the room.

AIYE
Toke, please help me lock the 
shop... I need to quickly head out.

Mummy acts as if Aiye is not there.

TOKE
OK. Sis, where are you going?

Joseph runs to hug his mummy.
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JOSEPH
Mummy, can I come.

AIYE

No baby, finish coloring your book 
first.

(To Toke)

You won’t believe what just 
happened...

Interrupting, Mummy continues with Toke.

MUMMY
(In  Yoruba)

Maybe next time we go to their 
house they will offer us Kola nut.

Toke and Mummy laugh. Aiye leaves without completing the 
sentence.

EXT. STREET - AFTERNOON30

Aiye rushes out to Obinna’s car looking more presentable.

OBINNA
God please no traffic... no 
traffic.

The car doors are slammed shut.

INT. OBINNA’S CAR - AFTERNOON31

Obinna’s hand presses the horn frustrated.

There is traffic. His phone is being held up by a car Phone 
holder. It’s displaying Google Maps. 

Aiye goes through her culinary book.

GOOGLE MAPS
There is 10 minute congestion 
ahead. You are still on the fastest 
route.

A call comes in on the car’s Bluetooth.

OBINNA’S GUY
Obinna where you dey nau?
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OBINNA
Guy, na traffic... Abeg hold am for 
me. I will soon be there.

End of call. A call from Ifeoma comes in. He cuts it. Aiye 
watches him.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
We have to register you like 30 
minutes before the audition starts 
so we have about 15 minutes.

AIYE
Oh, what about you?

OBINNA
My assistant is there, he has set 
up, so there is no problem on my 
side. It’s just you I’m concerned 
about.

AIYE
Honestly, I still don’t know why 
you’re doing this... but thank you.

OBINNA
You’re too good, just too good to 
be in hiding... This world would be 
a better place if we all just did 
our best to help each other.  

(beat)
I’m still hustling, but if not for 
God I won’t even be here. The 
people that believed in me couldn’t 
help. The ones that could help 
didn’t believe in me so... 

He looks at her.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
That’s why I’m doing this.

His words touch her deeply.

CUT TO:

EXT. AUDITION LOCATION - AFTERNOON32

Obinna’s car comes to a screechy-speedy halt.
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INT. AUDITION HALLWAY - AFTERNOON33

Aiye is standing pensive in a well lit hallway with some 
others. 

The ARROGANT CHARACTER from her culinary exam is among them. 

A door opens and Obinna comes out. He is in full work mode 
with Camera, lenses and all.

OBINNA
So you’ll be called last since we 
just registered you.

AIYE
 OK. Thank you.

He goes back in.

Gradually, the hallway clears.

In between, we see most people come out either angry, or 
crying.

One or two come out celebrating. The Arrogant Character is 
one of them. Aiye is the only one left in the hallway.

ARROGANT CHARACTER
(Coming out of the 
audition celebrating) 

Their FADA. 
(Sizing Aiye up) 

They haven’t seen ‘NOTTIN’.

The door opens and Aiye inhales sharply. We hear a voice call 
her in. She goes in.

INT. AUDITION ROOM - EVENING34

A lapel microphone is pinned to Aiye’s top.

Lights flash and she looks around nervous. Beads of 
perspiration frame her face. 

The faces of the auditioners are not shown.

AUDITIONER 1 (O.S.)

Introduce yourself, please.

Aiye sees herself saying:
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AIYE
(Extreme confidence) 

HI, I’M AIYE FOLORUNSHO... SINGLE 
MOTHER TO AN AMAZING 4 YEAR OLD, 
AND ONE OF THE MOST PASSIONATE AND 
CREATIVE COOKS YOU’LL EVER MEET.

But in reality --

Her eyes dart around the room.

AUDITIONER 2 (O.S.)
We would like to meet you?

Aiye clears her throat.

AIYE
My name is, uhm... Aiye...  
Folorunsho.

She inhales and bites her lip.

AIYE (CONT'D)
I can cook, I can mother... sorry, 
I am a mother.

Awkward silence. 

Speculative whispers echo around the room.

AUDITIONER 1
OK...

(beat)
Your question.

There is another flash from a camera. Aiye looks to the side 
and sees Obinna smiling at her. He mouths “You’ve got this” 
and gives her a thumbs up. 

She nods and smiles gaining confidence.

AUDITIONER 1 (CONT'D)
Mention 4 different types of forks 
and their uses.

Aiye inhales deeply again. She closes her eyes and remembers 
the scene where she was prepping for the culinary exam.

FLASHBACK
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INT. AIYE’S APARTMENT - DAY35

Aiye is on her feet attempting to cram. 

AIYE
Salad fork, fish fork, oyster...

BACK TO: 

INT. AUDITION LOCATION - NIGHT

Aiye clears her throat.

AUDITIONER 2 (O.S.)

(Talking to Auditioner 1) 

Let’s be ready to sleep here 
tonight.

AIYE
Salad fork ... Used with a salad 
spoon to mix salad and the 
dressing. Fish fork...

As she speaks her confidence rises.

AIYE (CONT'D)
It’s like a normal fork but it has 
a wider left twine so it can be 
used to pull the fish flesh from 
the bone... Oyster fork. This one 
is more narrow. It has three tines 
used for picking shrimps, also used 
to remove claw meat, tail meat from 
lobsters.

AUDITIONER 1
Ok, thank you, you can--

AIYE
(Cuts in confidently) 

Then there’s obviously the table 
fork that we all know used for 
different foods. 

Aiye is on a roll.
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AIYE (CONT'D)

There’s the Fruit fork used for 
cutting or smearing large pieces of 
fruit. There is the Ice-cream fork 
even though I don’t see the point 
of it’s existence when there is a 
dessert spoon... Maybe for formal 
serenre...

Laughter in the room.

AIYE (CONT'D)

... So there is that, just to name 
a few and then when it comes to 
spoons...

AUDITIONER 2
It’s ok o Professor...

AUDITIONER 1
You have said it all.

Aiye smiles. She has ‘arrived’.

EXT. AUDITION LOCATION - NIGHT37

Obinna and Aiye are outside his car jumping up and down.

AIYE
Oh my God! I can’t believe it! 
Thank you so, so much!

OBINNA
You showed them... you were like 
and when it comes to spoons...

Aiye laughs shyly.

AIYE
I wasn’t trying to show off, I was 
just... fired up.

Obinna touches her arm and overreacts like he’s been burned.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Really though, thank you.

She tries to hug him but some how both their heads but. They 
almost kiss but she fakes an almost sneeze. 

OBINNA
Sorry.
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He opens the car door for her. 

INT. OBINNA’S CAR - NIGHT38

Starting the car.

OBINNA
We should celebrate o... I’ll take 
you out.

AIYE
There are still two rounds, I’ve 
not won yet.

OBINNA
And we’ll celebrate again when you 
win the next two rounds.

She smiles at him but then looks away unsure as they drive 
off.

INT. OBINNA’S CAR - MOMENTS LATER39

The car comes to a halt.

Aiye seems uncomfortable, like she is fighting something.

OBINNA
You don’t want me to take you out?

AIYE
Can you please stop reading my 
mind?

He smiles.

OBINNA
Sorry.

AIYE
My mum is still recovering, Daddy 
has travelled. Toke, my sister goes 
back tomorrow. She is pregnant... 
Joseph...

OBINNA

(Cutting in) 

I get it, I get.
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AIYE
Can I ask you something?

OBINNA
Of course.

She fiddles in hesitation.

AIYE
Do you want to take me out 
because... because you like me... 

(Playing it safe)

...like me like a friend?

OBINNA

Well, it’s not like I use connects 
to get all my friends into 
auditions last minute.

She smiles.

OBINNA (CONT'D)

I got my heart broken last week... 
but somehow I’m here with you...

They stare at each other but she looks away.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
What I do know is that you’re 
special, and

(beat)

I just want to celebrate you... 

She is all smiles.

OBINNA (CONT'D)

But then... your mum is ill, Daddy 
has travelled... so.

Aiye’s face drops. He hugs her.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
See you... at round two, I guess.

She nods.
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INT. MUMMY’S ROOM - NIGHT40

Aiye peeps into the room. 

Toke has slept off next to mummy. Joseph is sleeping 
dangerously close to the edge of the bed.

Aiye doesn’t like that.

She tiptoes in. Her leg hits one of Joseph’s toys. Ouch. She 
continues avoiding Joseph’s toys scattered all over the 
floor, lifts Joseph off the bed and starts walking out of the 
room when --

MUMMY
Where are you coming from?

Slightly shocked, she thinks of a reply.

AIYE
(Audible whisper)

I got a ... a Work opportunity.

MUMMY
At this time of the night?

Joseph moves a little. 

AIYE
(Louder whisper with an 
attitude)

 Yes. Good night, ma.

She walks towards the door.

MUMMY
You have started again...

Mummy adds a strong Yoruba proverb on promiscuity. Aiye turns 
to her with rage in her eyes.

Instead of responding in kind, Aiye leaves the room.

MONTAGE

2A: The next morning. Aiye and Joseph kneel down by the 
bedside saying a prayer.

2B: Aiye gives Joseph a bath while he rambles about his toys.
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2C: Aiye drops a tray of yam and egg by her Mum’s bedside and 
puts out the medication on an empty saucer. There is no show 
of appreciation from her. 

2D: In the restaurant. She serves food to some people. Joseph 
is running around with her and talking to some of the 
customers. 

2E: The customers have gone. She clears the table.

2F: Hands on waist, she looks around the restaurant. It is 
neat, it is empty.

INT. MUMMY’S RESTAURANT - AFTERNOON41

Seated at one of the tables, Aiye watches cooking competition 
clips online. Simultaneously, she takes notes and flips 
through her culinary book. 

OBINNA
I was hoping the coast would be 
clear.

She looks up joyfully surprised. He is holding up a big 
bottle of sparkling grape juice.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Since the mountain will not come to 
celebrate. I am bringing the 
celebration to the mountain.

She laughs.

INT. RESTAURANT - MOMENTS LATER42

Empty plates once filled with Amala and Gbegiri have been set 
aside. The bottle of sparkling grape juice is half empty. His 
glass is empty her’s isn’t. She takes a sip out of it.

AIYE
...so I had to drop out in my final 
year. No place to stay--

OBINNA
Your Dad allowed that?

AIYE
That was when he got the senior 
faculty job at Uniport... 

He wasn’t around... 
(MORE)
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AIYE (CONT'D)

48.

He wanted us to move, but mummy 
doesn’t like P.H. So he shuttles in 
between.

Obinna takes it all in.

AIYE (CONT'D)
But the truth is, I could have told 
him... 

I could have, I didn’t know how to 
face him, where would I have 
started.

(beat)
The plan was... go back to school 
after giving birth. 

(Struggling to hold back 
tears)

You know, Get back on track.

He reaches out to comfort her. She sighs.

AIYE (CONT'D)
But I had no real help. Omo was 
serving in Kogi ... Toke was in 
school... I had to work to feed my 
baby...

AIYE (CONT'D)

(Unhinged)

Kicked out her own child! 

Her parents did it to her, it 
wasn’t funny... so how could she do 
it to me?

He strokes her shoulder.

AIYE (CONT'D)

After I was born, she met daddy. To 
him I am his first born, his 
daughter, not step daughter.

Silence. Obinna is deeply pained. 

A tear rolls down her cheek but she quickly cleans it and 
puts on a brave smile.

AIYE (CONT'D)
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AIYE (CONT'D)

(Sniffs) Anyway, So here I am.

OBINNA
Here you are... in spite of 
everything... about to become 
Nigeria’s number one local cuisine 
Chef. 

He punches her playfully. She sniffs some more and smiles.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Can I have your autograph, ma 
before you become a celeb’ and 
forget all of us.

They laugh.

(CONT'D)

AIYE

I don’t even know how I’m telling 
you this... 

He smiles dotingly.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. PARENT’S KITCHEN - AFTERNOON43

Obinna washes the dishes, Aiye arranges them. Their 
conversation continues.

OBINNA
All of them in her family are 
lawyers. The photography thing 
didn’t really sit well with them so 
maybe she was embarrassed by me.

They’ve finished with the plates. She wipes some of the water 
from the sink and the cupboards.

AIYE
So if Ifeoma comes back today, like 
now and says... 

(Exaggerating romance) 
(MORE)
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Obinna, I’m so sorry, I didn’t know 
what I was thinking... please take 
me back...

OBINNA
She’s tried. I said no, but it’s 
not that black and white... The Ify 
of today is not the girl I fell for 
in SS2... 

AIYE

She might still be in there 
somewhere...

OBINNA
 Like I said, I hope I keep saying 
NO, but then we have history.

Aiye doesn’t say anything.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I’m falling your hand?

AIYE
No, I understand.

(beat)

I met Ire(Joseph’s father)  at 
Teens camp and then again at Uni... 
He was my first boyfriend and so 
far only boyfriend. He knew my 
folks because he had to visit me at 
home during holidays. 

(In Yoruba) 

No going out with boys...

(Repeats it in English) 

No going out with any boy, that’s 
what mummy used to say...

(beat)

He changed, but I was still seeing 
him like the guy I met in camp... I 
could never have imagined...

AIYE (CONT'D)
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Her thoughts are far away. 

OBINNA

(Rinsing the last plate) 

Imagined what?

AIYE

(Trying to avoid giving a 
the real answer) 

Just everything you know...

EXT. STREET - EVENING44

Aiye and Obinna continue their conversation as they walk down 
the street towards his car.

AIYE
What’s your more? 

He is confused.

AIYE (CONT'D)
The other day, you said you knew 
what it felt like to want more.

OBINNA
I want more from my life, my 
career...

(Looking into her eyes)
My relationships.

She smiles.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I hear my parents talking about 
what they COULD have done, my 
sister complaining about her 
husband. She knew he was like this, 
but he had a good job so.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I don’t know. Maybe I’m just an 
Oliver Twist.

AIYE
I think you are. It’s because you 
wanted more that I was able to 
audition.
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He smiles.

AIYE (CONT'D)
And you’re already doing so much in 
your career.

OBINNA
Thanks.

(beat)
The real dream is to be a 
Documentary Photographer. You know 
when something feels like a 
calling. I want to capture people’s 
truths... not dressed up, not 
staged. Just real life you know.

She knows.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
One of my guy’s told me to apply 
for a paid documentary fellowship 
coming up soon... but I don’t think 
so.

AIYE
What’s stopping you?

Brief silence.

OBINNA
The voices I guess. Ifeoma always 
said I liked dreaming to much. That 
I needed to be more realistic.

AIYE
I think a fellowship is realistic, 
especially with your talent and 
with your heart.

He looks unsure. She puts her hand on his shoulder 
reassuringly.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Someone I know once told me I was 
too good to be hiding.

He smiles knowingly.

OBINNA
What if I’m not accepted.

AIYE
At least you’ll know you tried.
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OBINNA
Only 5 Nigerians out of thousands 
of applicants will be selected. 

AIYE
(Looking into his eyes)

If they see what I see, they will 
choose you without thinking twice.

Her words move him. They reach the car.

OBINNA
Round 2 in a bit. You can win this 
thing.

AIYE
You think so.

OBINNA
I know so.

The moment is right. He kisses her but then stops.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I’m sorry, I shouldn’t have done 
that.

She kisses him this time. He smiles.

AIYE
I’m... I’m not sorry.

They both smile.

INT. AIYE’S CHILDHOOD ROOM - NIGHT45

Joseph is fast asleep. Aiye is on the phone.

We can hear Omo’s excited voice over the phone.

OMO (V.O)
Say it again, you were looking into 
each other’s eyes and then--

AIYE
Omo, I’m not saying it again ah-ah. 
How many times?

Omo is laughing.

OMO (V.O.)
I’m so happy o... Babe!!! Oya send 
me his I.G handle. 

(MORE)
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I hope he is fine o, because you 
cannot come and fall my hand. 

Aiye laughs.

AIYE
Sleep tight.

Omo gives a kiss over the phone.

Aiye goes to “Obi Stills” on her I.G. 

His latest picture is the one he took of her the first day he 
came to the restaurant.

She blushes and goes through other pictures. 

There are some other pictures of Mummy’s restaurant and 
several other documentary  photographs. 

She stops on a picture of Ifeoma. 

She is beautiful, slim and sassy. Aiye is intimidated.

MONTAGE

3A: Aiye chopping onions, garlic, bell peppers. Putting 
everything in a pot with boiling pasta.

3B:  Different day .Aiye blending rice. Joseph is in the 
kitchen with her. 

She adds eggs and a little milk to the mix. Makes it like 
pancakes. Rice-pancakes are ready, she gives him some to 
taste and plants kiss on his cheek.

3C: Different Day. Aiye in the Kitchen with Omo and Joseph. 
Obinna walks in. Before Aiye can make a formal introduction, 
Omo has jumped on Obinna. 

After Omo, he picks Joseph up endearingly, tickles him, 
throws him up. Omo gives Aiye a “ He’s Daddy Material” look. 

Mummy comes into the kitchen and observes everything with a 
scowl on her face. Omo and Obinna greet her, she responds 
coldly and takes a bottle of water out of the fridge. 

3D: Aiye rushes to Obinna’s car. Omo is standing at the front 
of the restaurant with Joseph. Aiye waves them goodbye, 
enters the car and they zoom off. 

OMO (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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INT. AUDITION KITCHEN - AFTERNOON46

A typical cooking studio recording set. Each of the 10 
contestants have the same ingredients on their tables.

Aiye is in the middle, the Arrogant Character is two places 
away from her.

Obinna takes pictures putting a lot of attention on Aiye 
before moving to the others.

Again the auditioners are seen but not heard.

AUDITIONER 1
Amateurs welcome to round two. For 
this round each of you has been 
given the same ingredients because 
yes... all is fair in cooking and 
war! 

As he speaks, the focus is on each of the contestants. We 
stay a little longer on the Arrogant Character before 
settling on Aiye’s face. 

She is tense. From where he is, Obinna winks at her. She 
smiles.

AUDITIONER 1 (CONT'D)

Like I said before, the stakes are 
even higher this time because only 
5 of you will be making it to the 
next round.

(beat)
The timer is set... are we?

ALL CONTESTANTS
Yes sir!

AUDITIONER 1
OK then. 

(Show catch phrase)
Amateurs, let’s cook it!

The contestants speedily get to work.

EXT. AUDITION LOCATION - EVENING47

Aiye and Obinna are outside his car jumping up and down. They 
hug without butting heads and they kiss. After the Kiss, he 
kisses her on her forehead.
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OBINNA
I’m so proud of you...

(beat)
I know this has only been a few 
weeks and I’m not trying to scare 
you or anything, but with you 
everything is so much better. Even 
food tastes better...

Aiye blushes.

AIYE
Before nko?

OBINNA
Someone is getting cocky.

She laughs.

AIYE
You like cocky.

He smiles.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Ify was cocky.

His smiles fades and he opens the car door for her.

OBINNA
It’s getting late, let’s go.

She places her hand on his shoulder.

AIYE
Obinna.

OBINNA
Aiye, it’s ok.

AIYE
I’m sorry.

He closes the door.

OBINNA
(Looking into her eyes)

There is nothing between Ify and I. 
I told you.
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AIYE
I know, but I keep thinking. Why 
did she follow me on Instagram... 
What if she wants you back. You 
said it yourself, both of you have 
history.

OBINNA
I want both of us to have a future.

AIYE
A few weeks can’t compare with all 
those years and she already knows 
all your... 

Obinna stops her mid sentence with a kiss.

She smiles reassured.

OBINNA
You just made it to the final 
round, let’s focus on that.

She nods.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
And since we are “faith-ing” this 
thing.

Aiye nods.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I know I will be getting the 
acceptance e-mail for the 
fellowship very soon.

AIYE
Yeso!

OBINNA
So double celebration... And this 
time I will take you out. Properly. 

(beat)

Like a formal dinner.

AIYE
I would really like that but...

He puts his finger on her mouth to stop her.
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OBINNA
No excuses this time... we’ll find 
a way.

They hug.

INT. PARENT’S KITCHEN - DAY48

Aiye is carving something with her hands while on a video 
call with Obinna. He’s doing a photo shoot at his studio. 
Joseph is in the kitchen with her playing with some toys. 

AIYE
How is the shoot going?

OBINNA
Fine. They’re changing into the 
next out fit.

She nods and continues working with her hands humming 
“Because you believe...”.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Nawah for you and this song. If 
Kenny Kore was still single I’m 
sure you would go and propose to 
him.

They both laugh.

AIYE
(Nodding)

Any e-mail yet?

OBINNA
Plenty e-mails, but not the one 
you’re talking about.

AIYE
They’ll get in touch soon.

OBINNA
(Slightly concerned)

Yeah.

Joseph is making a lot of noise.

AIYE
(Sternly)

Joseph, go and read your story 
book, school will soon start.
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Obinna is visibly amused.

JOSEPH
I’ve finished it...

AIYE
Ehn, start again.

JOSEPH
Mummy...

AIYE
Joseph?

Joseph obeys reluctantly.

OBINNA
Aiye, really go and read your story 
book?

They both laugh.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
So he should go and study pictures.

AIYE
Let him enter school mode please.

OBINNA
The holiday is long though.

AIYE
I don’t understand schools these 
days. But then its cheap so I can’t 
complain.

OBINNA
That will change soon.

She smiles.

AIYE
Yes, when I win!

She finishes the carving, and pours something from a bowl 
around it. She turns the phone to the plate and we see Amala 
in the shape of the Nigerian Map immersed in a bowl of 
Gbegiri.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Viola!
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OBINNA
What a wawu, My Camera needs that 
picture.

AIYE
I think this works for the finals 
theme.

OBINNA
The Taste of Unity... wonder what 
made them go political.

AIYE
This country that can make anybody 
political.

(beat)
Anyway I know what I plan on doing 
for dessert...

OBINNA
Pap.

AIYE
Obinna its not just pap.

OBINNA
Sorry pap that went to culinary 
school.

AIYE
Exactly.

(beat)
Still clueless about the appetizer 
though. I want my three course meal 
to tell a story.

OBINNA
Don’t worry, when I come, we’ll 
figure it out.

INT. PARENT’S KITCHEN - DIFFERENT DAY49

A hand mixes Abacha. It’s Obinna’s hand. Aiye watches deep in 
thought.

OBINNA
...She said I owed her a free photo-
shoot.

AIYE
(Focused on the Abacha)

Let me try something.
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She brings out some Atarodo from the fridge and cuts it into 
thin slices and mixes it into the Abacha.

AIYE (CONT'D)
The Taste of Unity. This represents 
the tribes that like plenty pepper. 

OBINNA
Like your people...

Aiye slaps him on the arm.

AIYE
That is so racist... I mean 
tribalist.

They both laugh.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Wait Omo said you owe her a free 
photo-shoot?

Obinna laughs.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Don’t mind that girl.

OBINNA
She said it’s because she needs to 
show some people the wife material 
that they are missing.

They both laugh.

AIYE
Ehyah, Ekom.

Obinna pulls her into his arms playfully. Mummy walks into 
the kitchen.

OBINNA
(Letting go Aiye)

Good afternoon, ma.

MUMMY
Good afternoon.

(To Aiye in Yoruba)
Well done, I’m sure we will be 
welcoming Joseph’s little brother 
or sister soon... You’re just 
throwing yourself on him 
shamelessly, you think he will 
marry you when you already have a 
son... shameless.
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Aiye does not know how to respond.

AIYE
(To Obinna)

You should go.

He turns to leave but then changes his mind.

OBINNA
(In Yoruba)

With all do respect, ma. Aiye is 
far from shameless. She is the 
strongest woman I have ever met. On 
her own she has brought up a 
beautiful, well behaved boy. She is 
selfless. She is the type of person 
to put her dreams on hold for her 
family, she is all that and more.

Both Aiye and mummy are stunned by his Yoruba. He hugs Aiye.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I will see you later.

(To Mummy in English)
Good night, Ma.

Aiye is all smiles. Mummy is still dumbfounded. 

INT. MUMMY’S RESTAURANT - DAY50

Aiye is on the phone. She drops a tray of food for a 
customer.

AIYE
(Laughing)

Mummy was just looking. 

The screen splits. We see Omo at the office. She laughs a 
little too much and signals a sorry to some people off 
screen.

OMO
Congrats on him getting the 
fellowship. 

AIYE
I know right. I’m so happy. 

(Extremely excited)
We’re going out to celebrate!

(beat)
(MORE)
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Toke is coming to see mummy 
today... so everything has just 
worked out right. I’ll close the 
restaurant early.

Omo sees her boss coming again.

OMO
(Loud whisper)

Babe, boss-man...
(Customer service voice)

Ma have you tried, running for 
president, that should solve the 
problem.

AIYE
Omo, what are you even saying?

Omo grins mischievously and cuts the call.

INT. AIYE’S CHILDHOOD ROOM - EVENING51

Looking into her broken mirror, Aiye puts touches up her 
lipstick and smacks her lips together. She is stunning.

She takes a selfie and posts it on Instagram with the 
caption:

Going out to celebrate with one my favorite people in the 
whole world.

On her feed she sees Obinna’s post of his fellowship 
acceptance. Excited, she is about to comment but then she 
sees this comment on the post from “Sassy_Ify”:

“I’m so proud of you my love. Can’t wait to see you this 
evening”.

Aiye’s heart is pounding. A text comes in on her phone from 
Obinna:

“Running a little late. So sorry.”

Aiye drops her phone slowly. Her heart is pounding even more. 
She takes off her beautiful earrings, throws them across the 
room, and stares at her face in the broken mirror.

EXT. STREET - EVENING52

Obinna is nicely dressed in Sudanese native waiting by his 
car. He looks up and sees Aiye approaching.

AIYE (CONT'D)

63.



64.

OBINNA
Sorry I’m late.

He assesses her. She has taken off most of her make up. 

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Wow you really dressed up o.

She does not laugh.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
(Serious)

Aiye, why aren’t you dressed? 

She hesitates.

AIYE
I’m not feeling too well.

OBINNA
Oh...

He brings out his phone and shows her post and the caption.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
So between then and now, you’re not 
feeling fine?

(beat)
What’s this really about?

Struggling to get her words out.

AIYE
W--why were... Why are you late?

OBINNA
(Disappointed)

I knew it.

AIYE
Knew what? OK, prove me wrong 
now... Tell me that you’re not just 
coming from Ifeoma.

(beat)
Just say it.

Obinna struggles to control his emotions.

OBINNA
Yes...

(beat)
I went to see her.
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AIYE
See, when I was saying it then, you 
were telling me that you wanted a 
future with me, but as soon as she 
comes back you go running into her 
arms.

OBINNA
Running into her arms? What?

(Confused)
I went there to tell her that it 
was over. She had been begging my 
sister to beg me.

AIYE
Oh wow!  Even your family is on her 
side and you didn’t think I should 
know about this?

OBINNA
I had everything under control, I 
didn’t want you to worry.

He tries to hold her face. She pushes his hand away.

AIYE
Why should I believe you? How do I 
know you’re not just using me.

OBINNA
Using you how? Aiye, it’s me... I 
would never do that to you.

(beat)
I am not him.

She searches his eyes.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
I love you.

She shakes her head in refusal.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
Aiye, I love you.

AIYE
Stop.

OBINNA
I said I love you!

AIYE
STOP IT! You can’t... You CAN’T 
love me. Nobody lov-- you can’t.

(MORE)
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(beat)
I HAVE A SON!

(beat)
Did you sign up for that? Will your 
family want that?

OBINNA
We will figure it out.

AIYE
That’s what you’re saying now, but 
then when things get hard it’s me 
you will blame.

He takes her face in his hands.

OBINNA
Aiye, tell me you don’t feel the 
same way.

She shakes her head.

AIYE
I can’t... I can’t. It’s just too 
much. 

He steps back offended.

AIYE (CONT'D)
I can’t do this.

OBINNA
What is too much? Wait what are you 
saying?

She looks away.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
(Pained laugh)

Are you being serious? 

AIYE
I’m sorry.

OBINNA
No... no don’t give me that.

(beat)
It’s you I’m sorry for.

(beat)
You would rather live in pain and 
loneliness even than accept the 
fact that someone might actually 
love you. 

AIYE (CONT'D)
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(beat)

It’s you I’m sorry for.
(beat)

Have it your way... Good luck in 
the finals.

He opens his car door.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
So much for celebration.

She watches as he slams his car door and drives off.

INT. PARENT’S LIVING ROOM - EVENING53

Aiye enters into the living room. She rests on the door. Her 
puffy eyes take in Toke and Deji’s wedding picture on the 
wall. 

From inside the room, She hears mummy shouting and Joseph 
crying. She rushes out of the living room.

INT. MUMMY’S ROOM - EVENING54

Joseph is kneeling on the floor as mummy uses a hanger to 
beat him on his palm. Toys are scattered all over the floor.

MUMMY
I told you... not

(She hits his palm)

to leave...
(another hit)

These toys on the floor.

Breathing heavily she coughs and beats him again. Joseph 
screams. Aiye rushes into the room. 

In a rage, Aiye takes the hanger out of Mummy’s hand.

AIYE 
My Baby!

(kneeling down to hug 
Joseph)

My poor baby, are you OK?
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JOSEPH
Mummy... I want to go home.

Getting up.

AIYE
 Don’t worry we’re going home now.

Toke enters into the room wiping her palms on her dress.

TOKE
Ah ah, what’s happening?

AIYE
(She imagines herself 
saying to mummy)

HOW DARE YOU LAY A FINGER ON MY 
CHILD?

Instead she says--

AIYE (CONT'D)
How... how dar--

Holding herself back she heads out of the room. Toke rushes 
to stop her.

TOKE
Sis?

She stoops down to comfort a still crying joseph. His hands 
are red.

MUMMY
(To Toke in Yoruba)

The bad child left his toys on the 
floor... and I stepped on it.

TOKE
(Looking at Joseph’s 
hands) 

Mummy why?

AIYE
Toke, leave him, we’re going.

MUMMY
Yes... go. You and your shameful 
child.

AIYE
HOW DARE YOU?

Aiye lets go of Joseph’s hand and charges towards her mother.
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Toke rushes to stop her before she gets too close.

AIYE (CONT'D)
TOKE LEAVE ME!

(To mummy)
HOW DARE YOU LAY A FINGER ON MY 
SON. WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?

Toke rushes Joseph out of the room. Mummy is visibly between 
a state of panic and defiance.

MUMMY
ARE YOU TALKING TO ME, YOUR MOTHER 
LIKE THIS?

AIYE
YOU? MY MOTHER?

She laughs sarcastically.

AIYE (CONT'D)
I DON’T HAVE A MOTHER. IF I HAD A 
MOTHER, SHE WOULD NOT HAVE 
ABANDONED ME WHEN I NEEDED HER 
MOST.

Aiye starts crying.

AIYE (CONT'D)
IF I had a Mother she wouldn’t have 
made me feel like my entire 
existence was a mistake.

Mummy starts walking away, but Aiye pulls her back.

AIYE (CONT'D)
(Cleaning the tears)

You will listen to what I have to 
say. This time you WILL LISTEN.

(beat)
All my life I was made to pay for 
your mistakes. 

(beat)
I didn’t make you sleep with my 
biological father. If you are 
ashamed it is your shame. I refuse 
to carry that shame anymore.

MUMMY
See this one. IT IS YOUR SHAME 
TOO... YOU have a child... 

(MORE)
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Where is the Father? Ehn? Where is 
Ire? Are you married? No.

AIYE
You had a choice... I didn’t have a 
--.

MUMMY
(In Yoruba)

What does that even mean? We all 
have a choice. Instead of feeling 
sorry for yourself take 
responsibility.

AIYE
IRE RAPED ME!

Shocked, Mummy’s eyes slowly fill with tears. Silence.

AIYE (CONT'D)
(More crying)

Because of you I ran away from 
boys, I wanted to wait for my 
husband. I thought Ire was my 
husband... He couldn’t wait, he 
didn’t wait... I tried to tell you, 
I tried. 

Her mum sits on the bed and puts her hands in her face. 
Silence.

MUMMY
I-- I di-- I, I just didn’t want 
you to be like me.

AIYE
Well... mission accomplished. I am 
not like you. I love my child.

Aiye leaves the room.

INT. AIYE’S APARTMENT - NIGHT55

Aiye carries a sleeping Joseph into the apartment. She 
changes him into his pyjamas. She she cannot sleep.

FADE TO BLACK.

MUMMY (CONT'D)
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INT. AIYE’S APARTMENT - DAY56

All dressed, Aiye watches a Food Presentation clip on her 
phone. She checks her watch and looks towards the bathroom 
area.

AIYE
Joseph!

EXT. APARTMENT OUTER CORRIDOR - DAY57

Aiye and Joseph are standing in front of her neighbor’s door. 
She crouches to talk to Joseph.

AIYE
Joseph what is today?

JOSEPH
Today is Mummy’s audition.

AIYE
Very good, so you have to be a very 
good boy. You hear?

He nods. Aiye’s unkempt neighbor opens the door. The woman is 
a bout to start with the usual but Aiye beats her to it.

AIYE (CONT'D)
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE...

Shocked, the Woman looks at Joseph.

JOSEPH
(Cutest face ever)

Please.

The woman sighs and allows Joseph in. Aiye pauses by the 
staircase. Nothing breaks inside the neighbor’s apartment. 

AIYE
Good boy.

She rushes down the stairs.

EXT. KEKE - DAY58

Aiye walks briskly towards the Keke Stop with her bag hung 
over her should. A message comes in on her phone. She brings 
it out of her Jeans pocket to check. 

Again, we see “Let your faith be bigger than your fears” on 
her lock-screen. She checks Obinna’s message:
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Regardless of how things are between us right now, I just 
want to wish you the best of luck today.

She closes her eyes longingly. She is about to reply when a 
call comes in from Omo.

OMO (V.O.)
Babe, sorry I can’t be there with 
you. 

AIYE
It’s not your fault that Boss Man 
didn’t give you permission nau.

OMO (V.O.)
Instead of him to use that his big 
head to think of how he can make 
his most valuable employee happy.

She hisses.

AIYE
Omo don’t worry I’ll be fine.

OMO (V.O.)
OK... Make sure you show them sha!

AIYE
Of course nau. 

OMO (V.O.)
Oya bye-bye before your late.

Aiye cuts the call and rushes a few steps forward to the Keke 
Stop.

Two other people are waiting. One of them smiles wickedly at 
her. 

Through a quick FLASHBACK, she remembers that she is the 
woman who kept checking her watch, the woman she prevented 
from entering the Keke when she was rushing for her culinary 
exam at the beginning.

The Keke comes to a halt and only two seats are free. 

They look at each other. Aiye knows its war. Before she can 
even attempt moving forward, the woman pushes her. Aiye loses 
her balance and the Woman and the other person enter the 
Keke. As it drives off she says:
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VINDICTIVE WOMAN
(Mockingly)

Sorry I have an exam.
(She hisses)

As the Keke drives off the woman is heard explaining to 
another passenger--

VINDICTIVE WOMAN (CONT'D)

Because of this girl, I missed my 
job interview.

Aiye is disheveled. She looks at her watch. She looks to the 
left and to the right. No Keke, no car. 

An Okada is seen from afar, as it comes close we see it’s 
stacked up with building materials. 

She checks her phone, maybe an Uber. No network. Aiye screams 
in frustration.

AIYE
(Looking to the sky)

Is this how it’s going to be?

A van with some labourers at the back is heading down. Aiye 
goes to the middle of the road and begins to wave. She asks 
where they’re are going and they tell her they are not 
reaching her side.

AIYE (CONT'D)
(Nodding)

It’s close enough. Thank you.

She enters the open back with the labourers. She smiles at 
them uncomfortably as the van moves.

CUT TO:

EXT. STREET CLOSE TO THE AUDITION - DAY59

Aiye jumps down and waves goodbye. She checks the time, 
secures her bag, and runs for her life.

INT. AUDITION KITCHEN - DAY60

The 5 remaining contestants are standing by their different 
cooking stations dressed like Pro Chefs. 

Aiye is a sweating mess. She is still panting for breath
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Obinna takes a few pictures. Their eyes meet. He tries asking 
what happened, but she looks away. We focus on the 
contestants. The Arrogant Character is next to Aiye.

ARROGANT CHARACTER
(To Aiye)

Please... don’t crowd my space.

AIYE
(Confused)

What?

ARROGANT CHARACTER
I’m just warning you so we don’t 
have any problems.

Before she can respond he gives a fake smile for the Cameras. 
Aiye is shocked by his swift change.

AUDITIONER 1
Amateurs...

For the first time we see the face of “Auditioner 1”. Next to 
him is Auditioner 2.

AUDITIONER 1 (CONT'D)
Welcome to the finals!

The music is intense like the musical theme used in “Who 
wants to be a Millionaire”.

AUDITIONER 2 
500 auditioned, but only 5 of you 
made it to the finals... Even one 
of you almost didn’t make it.

The focus is on Aiye as she tried to tidy herself up.

But regardless, through it all we 
your judges have been with you 
every step of the way.

AUDITIONER 1
For the finals you Amateurs will 
be, preparing a 3 course meal for 
us.  

AUDITIONER 2
You make the appetizer, serve it to 
us restaurant style on that table 
over there... you take a break, we 
eat, you come back and we score 
you. That simple. 
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AUDITIONER 1
And the same goes for the main 
course and then  the dessert... As 
you can see all your specified 
ingredients have been provided at 
your stations. 

The contestants asses their stations. Aiye has a blender, Yam 
Flour, Pap, Ginger, Nutmeg Beans, Palm Oil, Ewedu and Abacha 
ingredients.

Obinna catches her eye and gives her thumbs up. She nods.

AUDITIONER 1 (CONT'D)
The timer is set... are we?

ALL CONTESTANTS
Yes sir.

AUDITIONER 2
Amateurs, for the theme, The Taste 
of Unity... let’s cook it!

The contestants speedily get to work.

INT. AUDITION KITCHEN - LATER61

The timer goes off.

The contestants have arranged their dishes.

Aiye’s Abacha is bright mixture of red and orange garnished 
with onions. She is just managing to calm down.

3 of the contestants have things like garnished plantain or 
Akara as their appetizer. The Arrogant Character has a Hausa 
Puff-Puff variation.

The five of them serve portions of their dishes for the 
judges on the special table.

A floor manager holds up the “7 minute break” placard. Aiye 
checks her watch as they all file out.

INT. AUDITION LOCATION TOILET - DAY62

Aiye pours some water over her face and washes her hands. 
After drying it with a towel. She checks her phone. There are 
no messages, she puts it in her pocket and leaves the toilet.
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INT. AUDITION KITCHEN - DAY63

The judges raise placards to show their scores as each of the 
contestants step forward.

The first two get 5 and 4 respectively. 

The next gets a 6.

Aiye gets a 7 and the Arrogant Character gets a 6.

She has won that round. She celebrates. Obinna celebrates in 
his corner but Aiye doesn’t see him.

INT. AIYE’S KITCHEN - DAY64

The contestants are working on the second round. Aiye makes 
her ginger flavored Amala specialty--

Everything is set. She carves the Amala into the shape of the 
Nigerian map.

The contestants line up to serve the food.

Auditioner 1 is already extremely impressed by Aiye’s food.

The floor manager holds up the 7 minute break placard, Aiye 
checks her watch as they all step out for their break.

The arrogant character gives Aiye a cold stare.

INT. AUDITION LOCATION TOILET - DAY65

Aiye says a prayer as she washes her hands. She checks her 
watch. There are two minutes left. As she is about to leave 
the toilet, her phone starts ringing. 

She checks it. It’s Toke. She cuts the call.

She gets to the door of the toilet and her phone starts 
ringing again.

AIYE
Toke, I can’t...

Over the phone Toke’s panicked voice can be heard. 

AIYE (CONT'D)
Toke, slow down...

Every thing she says is hard to make out until she says --
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TOKE (V.O)
Mummy!

Aiye’s face goes pale.

INT. AUDITION CORRIDOR - DAY66

Obinna is checking some pictures with his assistant and 
giving him instructions. 

Suddenly, he sees Aiye rush past him. Concerned he goes after 
her.

EXT. AUDITION LOCATION - DAY67

He catches up with her in the parking area.

OBINNA
Aiye!

She is in a total frenzy.

AIYE
It’s my mum... something is wrong.

OBINNA
Wait.

He rushes in and comes back out with his assistant.

OBINNA (CONT'D)
He’ll take you. I’ll be with you as 
soon as I can.

She enters the car with his assistant and they speed off.

INT. MUMMY’S ROOM - DAY68

Mummy is on the floor near the bathroom area. We don’t see 
Mummy’s face. Toke is next to her, talking on the phone.

TOKE
(Crying)

Deji, she’s not here yet. Doctor 
Oke isn’t picking.

Aiye and Obinna’s assistant barge into the room. Aiye 
crouches down beside Toke and observes mummy. One side of her 
face is droopy. Her eyes are confused.
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AIYE
(To Toke)

What happened.

TOKE
I don’t know. We were gisting and 
she said her head was paining 
her... she wanted to use the toilet 
and then --

Toke points to mummy in her current state. Mummy is 
struggling to say something, but her words are 
unintelligible.

AIYE
(To Obinna’s assistant)

We need to get her to the hospital. 
NOW!

They struggle to pick her up.

EXT. STREET - DAY69

Obinna’s assistant shuts the back door with Mummy and Toke 
safely inside. He and Aiye get in and the car speeds off.

INT. WARD - AFTERNOON70

Deji and Toke are seated by Mummy. She is asleep. Tear marks 
are on Mummy’s face. Aiye is on the phone. Obinna’s assistant 
signals that he has to go. Aiye nods and continues on the 
phone.

AIYE
(Low tone)

No Daddy, the doctor said this time 
it was a full stroke. They gave her 
a drug that is supposed to remove 
the blood clots, so she has to be 
on bed rest... Yes. 

She observes mummy.

AIYE (CONT'D)
She’s sleeping. Ok.

She cuts the call.
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AIYE (CONT'D)
(To Toke and Deji)

Daddy is taking the next flight. 
He’ll be here soon.

They both nod.

AIYE (CONT'D)
I need to pick Joseph and get stuff 
from my apartment .

INT. HOSPITAL CORRIDOR - AFTERNOON71

Aiye walks off when Obinna comes rushing in.

OBINNA
I came as quickly as I could.

(beat)
How is she?

Aiye looks down shaking her head.

AIYE
(Struggling to speak)

I need to pick Joseph.

He an arm around her.

OBINNA
Don’t worry, I’ll take care of 
that.

They hug and she goes back into the ward.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. WARD - EVENING72

Daddy is seated by the bed holding mummy’s hand. Joseph is 
asleep on Aiye’s lap.

Toke snores lightly on Aiye’s shoulder. 

Deji and Obinna walk in with bags of food. Aiye wakes Joseph 
and Toke.

DEJI
The nurse said we could eat in the 
canteen.

Aiye looks at Daddy.

79.



80.

DADDY
Go ahead. I’m not leaving her.

He strokes mummy’s hand. Aiye, Obinna, Toke and Deji look at 
each other knowingly before leaving the room.

INT. WARD - LATER73

Aiye and Daddy are asleep in the ward. Mummy is as she was.

INT. WARD - NEXT MORNING74

Aiye’s phone starts ringing and her eyes pop open. She 
quickly silences it. Daddy is still sleeping. Rubbing her 
eyes she steps out of the ward to take the call. 

INT. HOSPITAL CORRIDOR - MORNING75

Aiye rests her back on the wall.

AIYE
Hello... Good morning.

(beat)
An order for?

She sighs loudly.

AIYE (CONT'D)
I’m so sorry but I can’t, I can’t 
take--

Suddenly, a hand take Aiye’s phone from her. It’s Omo.

OMO
Please could you repeat your order?

(beat)
Thank you, and your address... 
Thank you.

She drops the call.

AIYE
(Annoyed)

Omo, what is that? What is it? You 
know I can’t go anywhere with mummy 
like this.

OMO
Babe, you need to breathe.

She gives Aiye a tight hug.
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OMO (CONT'D)

I know you, cooking will help you 
take your mind off all of this. 
Please. Do the order. I’ll stay 
here with everyone. Don’t worry.

Aiye is hesitant.

OMO (CONT'D)
You know I’m right.

INT. AIYE’S KITCHEN - DAY76

Ginger and water roll in Aiye’s blender. 

Aiye’s packs a cooler of soup, and some wraps of Amala into a 
picnic bag.

EXT. GATE FOR ORDER DROP OFF - DAY77

Looking at a sheet of paper, Aiye approaches the gate of a 
beautiful house. She knocks several times. No reply. She 
waits again and then knocks one more time.

A yawning security man opens the gate. She explains something 
to him and shows him the paper and the food. He shakes his 
head and closes the gate.

Aiye turns around and calls a number. It doesn’t go through.

She stares into the distance for a few seconds and breaks 
down in loud ugly tears. 

The security man opens the gate to check what is happening. 
He sees it is her and closes the gate again.

AIYE
(Looking up and crying 
even louder)

Was I wrong to dream? 
(beat)

Ehn? You said have faith. I had 
faith, I believed I could do it. So 
why... Why?

She wipes her eyes in frustration and is walking away when a 
nice car with tinted windows approaches the gate. The window 
by the driver’s seat slides down slowly revealing that the 
person who made the order is AUDITIONER 1.
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He smiles at her. Aiye is flabbergasted. 

FADE TO BLACK.

17 Months later

INT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY78

...The person continues banging the door.

Aiye, Omo and Toke all look at each other. 

MUMMY
Please open the door.

Omo doesn’t want the door open. 

Aiye is undecided. 

Toke does not know what to do.

MUMMY (56) continues knocking but we don’t see her. Instead 
we focus in on Aiye as she stares at the door.

AIYE
(To Toke)

Open it.

Toke opens the door and mummy comes in using a walking stick. 
She is all dressed but in a pair of flats and without her 
Gele.

MUMMY
Please can all of you leave the 
room. I need to talk with my first 
fruit.

They all adhere. Once the door is closed, with a little 
effort, mummy sits next to Aiye and takes her face in her 
hands.

MUMMY (CONT'D)
If anybody told me 17 months ago 
that I would live to see this 
day...

She exclaims loudly in praise to God.

MUMMY (CONT'D)
God gave this wicked woman another 
chance.
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MUMMY (CONT'D)
You are the gift I never deserved. 
With everything I did to you. You 
still came back for me... You still 
cared for me and now I am walking 
with my two feet again.

AIYE
I had to come back. You are my 
mother.

The tears flow for both of them.

MUMMY
Aiyetide-mi, I am so proud of the 
woman you are. Even after 
everything I did. I thank God for 
blessing you with such a man. 

They smile between tears. Mummy struggles to get up with her 
cain. 

She dramatically holds her breasts and starts to pour deep 
Yoruba blessings over Aiye. With tears pouring down her face, 
Aiye kneels to receive the blessing.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. AIYE’S PARENTS HOUSE - DAY79

The ambience is that of a party being rounded up. Music, one 
or two people still dancing in the garden. Obinna and Aiye 
step out. Aiye is carrying Joseph on her hip.

OBINNA’S SISTER
(To Obinna)

Mummy and Daddy can come in my car 
since you’re not ready.

Obinna’s Mum looks at Aiye endearingly and gives her a warm 
hug.

OBINNA
Ok, I’ll be with you shortly.

He takes Aiye’s hands in his and looks deeply into her eyes.

OBINNA (CONT'D)

So... 
(MORE)
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I know we will still say our vows 
tomorrow, but before I say it 
before our closest friends and 
family, I need to make some 
promises to only you. I promise to 
always love you, I will always 
fight for you, cover you, protect 
you, never leave you, I won’t blame 
you even when things get hard... 
till death do us part.

Tears stream down her face. She exhales loudly...

AIYE
Why am I crying... Now I have to do 
my own pre-vow. 

OBINNA
Copycat

She laughs between sniffs.

AIYE
Allow me.

(beat)
Obinna. My heart. My love. My night 
in shining everything.

He blushes.

AIYE (CONT'D)
Thank you for coming into my life 
and showing me that there are still 
good men in this world. 

He starts to cry. She wipes his tears.

AIYE (CONT'D)
(Crying more)

I promise, I promise to trust you, 
to celebrate you, love you... to 
never push you away, even when 
things get hard... till the day I 
die.

OBINNA
We die here!

JOSEPH
Mummy who died?

OBINNA (CONT'D)
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They both laugh and Obinna takes Joseph from Aiye and places 
him on his hip.

OBINNA
(Tears pouring)

You are my son... I am your Daddy. 
I will never leave you. I will 
always love you.

Joseph is crying too. He hugs Obinna. 

FADE OUT.

N.B: AS A RESULT OF BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS E.T.C TOLUWANI 
OBAYAN RE-WROTE WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN THE ITALICIZED SCENE 
BELOW, INTO THE PRE-VOWS SCENE THAT MADE WAS USED INSTEAD 
DURING FILMING. 

THE RECEPTION SCENES DID NOT MAKING IT INTO THE FILM FOR THE 
SAME REASONS.

INT. CHURCH - DAY

As Aiye and Obinna exchange vows. Joseph is next to them. 
Toke and Omo are the bridesmaids. Obinna’s assistant and one 
other guy are the grooms men. 

Deji is with Aiye’s parents carrying him and Toke’s 10 month 
old. Obinna’s sister and Auditioner 1 are there too. Everyone 
is in tears. Everyone including the unkempt neighbor. 

OBINNA
I vow to always love you, to always 
fight for you, cover you, protect 
you, to never leave you, to never 
blame you even when things get 
hard... till death do us part.

AIYE
I vow to trust you, to celebrate 
you, to love you, to never push you 
away, even when things get hard. 
Till death do us part.

Obinna crouches and holds Joseph’s hands in his.

OBINNA
(Tears pouring)

You are my son... I am your Daddy. 
I will never leave you. I will 
always love you.
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Joseph is crying too. He hugs Obinna. There is not a single 
dry eye in the room.

INT. RECEPTION - EVENING80

The guests laugh as Auditioner 1 gives the toast. It is an 
intimate wedding.

AUDITIONER 1
(Laughing)

...that’s for Obinna... As for 
Aiye, as soon as I tasted her Amala 
at the competition, I knew she 
would be in my life for a very long 
time.

Aiye and Obinna laugh.

AUDITIONER 1 (CONT'D)
I broke the rules for her that day, 
and she has never made me regret 
that decision. I can proudly say 
that she finished culinary school 
top of her class and is fast 
becoming a household name in local 
Nigerian Cuisine... all this in 
less than two years.

Everyone claps. Obinna kisses Aiye on the forehead. Omo 
smiles, she spots Ekom across the room. He smiles at her but 
she looks away annoyed.

AUDITIONER 1 (CONT'D)
So I say we raise our glasses to 
the bride...

Everyone stands and Ekom walks to Omo.

EVERYONE
To the Bride.

AUDITIONER 1
And groom.

EVERYONE
To the groom.

Glasses clink. Ekom reaches Omo and goes down on one knee.

She looks around at everyone. Aiye and Obinna laugh.

Omo jumps up screaming.
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OMO
Yes!

FADE TO BLACK.

INT. WEDDING RECEPTION - EVENING81

Aiye is seated as Obinna, his grooms men and Joseph are doing 
a special surprise “Grooms Dance” for her to the song “Aye” 
by Davido. The Choreography is both hilarious and epic.

At the end of the dance she hugs him. 

M.C
That is not all o. With the way 
this Obinna take love his wifey 
so... he has yet another 
AGIDIGBACIOUS surprise for her...

Aiye’s face beams with anticipation and surprise.

M.C (CONT'D)
...many of you will remember him 
from “Olori Oko...” Ladies and 
Gentlemen... the one the only... 
KENNY KORE!

Aiye goes ballistic. She thanks Obinna and rushes to hug 
Kenny Kore. He starts to sing Aiye’s favorite “Believe”.

First of all. Obinna and Aiye dance to it together with 
Joseph. When the song get’s to “Mummy no be you be this...” 
Mummy limps to the dance area with Daddy, Toke, and Deji.

After this part, Kenny Kore invites everyone to the dance 
floor. Joseph does a break dance solo of sorts. Then Omo 
comes to the front and directs everyone with Choreography 
steps. The joy in the atmosphere is contagious.

The scene fades out as Kenny Kore sings “Igbagbo... what you 
believe you get...” and the ending of the song continues into 
the end credits. 

FADE TO BLACK.

THE END
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